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our country," I said, "we are determined
that every man shall acknowledge and
sanction his own blood. We shall not in-
terfere with Vermont, Massachusetts, or
Maryland about their immorality; it is
their own business, and they must at-
tend to it themselves; but we do not wish
to submit to such immoral regulations in
Utah."

I was talking with a member of
Congress, who was very pious (he was a
minister, by the bye), and he intimated
that the doctrine of plurality of wives
was so at variance—so grossly at vari-
ance with all the civilized world, that
it was intolerable to all Christians. I
told him that I was surprised at that;
"for," said I, "all our Christian friends ex-
pect to sit down in the kingdom of God
with father Abraham; and he practiced
Polygamy." "Father Abraham," said he,
"was guilty of a great many eccentric
tricks." I replied, "Eccentric as he might
be, it is in his bosom that all Christians
expect to rest."

Strange as it may appear, yet it is
true that these things are not under-
stood or appreciated; but the corrupt,
the licentious of the world are the peo-
ple who are respected, while the sayings
of the honest and truthful are not al-
lowed to spread. Such is the corruption
of the world. They lay down, in the first
place, the position that "Mormonism" is
not true. If you ask why it is not true,
they begin to bring their reasons, and
they are a good deal like this—"The Mor-
mons are deceived; and the reason why
they are deceived is, because they are
deceived, sir." The people actually take
such logic as this for argument; they take
it for granted and for certain, and they
lay it down as a matter of fact, that "Mor-
monism" is false, and so it follows. Oh,
they say it will all come to an end and
fall to pieces in a few days; and they
have been saying this for the last twenty

years; they have kept crying "Mor-
monism" will go down; it is bound to fall
in pieces. Still the bubble rolls ahead and
does not burst up; it does not fly to pieces
as they have predicted.

I consider that it is necessary that
every man should mind his own busi-
ness and suffer his neighbors to do like-
wise. I do not know how careful they
may be in relation to us. So far as our
being admitted into the Union is con-
cerned, we are on just as good and fair
a footing as Oregon, Kansas, New Mex-
ico, Nebraska, and Washington. To be
sure, they have prejudices against us be-
cause we are "Mormons;" but they also
hate each other, and they calculate to use
each other up, and then to use up the
"Mormons."

I came up the Missouri River with
some Free State men, who said, "If ever
a fuss breaks out again, we are ready for
it; we have got the "Volcanic Rifles," and
we calculate to wipe the border ruffians
out of existence;" and they showed that
they had the tools which do up the busi-
ness. Whenever I conversed with any of
the pro-slavery men on this subject, they
generally told me that if the other party
should begin again, they were prepared
to wipe them out all at once, and leave
them much in the same position that
Dr. Kane's ship "Advance" was, when
it came between two immense masses of
ice, and they found themselves liable to
be crushed up in what the Arctic men
call a "nip." After they use each other up,
we will stand a little better chance. They
need not be alarmed if they see some of
the "Mormons" in the Congress of the na-
tions. No, they need not be surprised if
they yet see some of our Elders in the
halls of Congress—men who understand
national affairs equal to any in the na-
tion standing forth to save that Consti-
tution which we are now accused of op-
posing.


