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pinching time came on, my knowledge
with regard to the dealings of God with
His people taught me to labor in accor-
dance with my faith and His promises,
and I said, "I will part with that which
I have to sustain life, until the last four
ounces are gone; for, if I undertake to
keep enough to sustain my family and
workmen, and deprive the destitute, I
shall come to want with the community,
and we shall not sustain ourselves. If I
will not turn away any that are in need,
I can induce the next brother to do the
same, and this community will not suf-
fer for the staff of life." Still, I suppose
that some did suffer; and what was the
reason? If all persons had felt in their
hearts to hand out just as long as they
had anything to deal out, and not have
been pinched up in their feelings, and
bound up in their hearts and in their af-
fections in the love of the things of this
world, and one man on this side, and an-
other on the other side had not have said
in his heart, "True, I can spare five hun-
dred pounds of flour; but now is my time
to get fifty dollars a hundred for it, and
now is my time to make the spoil," there
need not one have suffered. There was
just enough such men in the community
to affect the faith of the Saints, and to
cause a few to suffer.

If there had been as many to act as
they should, as there were to act as they
should not, our bins would have been as
full of flour as they are this year. All
that saved us this year was renewing our
covenants, keeping the commandments
of God, and walking humbly before Him.
That is what causes the wheat to be here,
whether you believe it or not.

It is the liberal heart, the liberal
feelings of men and women—of those
who are full of faith in God that they
will not suffer, because He will pro-
vide for His people in the last days.
He has done so; but He will not
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provide for you and me, except we live
our religion. If we will live our religion,
walk in the light of the Lord's counte-
nance, day by day, so as to have fellow-
ship with our Father and His Son Jesus
Christ, by the power of the Holy Ghost,
and with every good being in heaven
and on earth, let me tell you that hell
may spew and bellow, and the devils may
howl, and they cannot scathe you and me
any more than can a few crickets. But, to
enjoy the protection of the Almighty, we
have got to live our religion—to live so
that we have the mind of Christ within
us.

We have obtained the kingdom of
heaven and the keys of it long ago, and
now we have got to live so that they will
not be taken from us, but that we will
continue to increase in all the graces of
His Spirit. Then, instead of backsliding,
we shall become rich in heavenly things,
and grow up into Christ our living head,
until the things of this world are as plen-
tiful with us in our days as they are with
the children of the world.

We ought to have a little more wis-
dom; and I mean to have it, and mean
that this people shall have it. They shall
have more knowledge and understand-
ing pertaining to heaven and heavenly
beings, and to earth and everything per-
taining to it, than any other people. I
am determined that I will so lead this
people, according to the best of my abil-
ity and skill, that they shall obtain it,
with the help of God and the prayers of
faith. If the people had been as liberal
last year as they have been this, there
would have been no crying for bread.
This year our hearts are soft—they are a
little more elastic, and our blessings are
more. Another circumstance I will men-
tion is this—

We were owing a debt of $12,000
to one of the merchants in this city,
and have been disappointed in the
East with regard to drafts and money



