COMPREHENSIVENESS OF TRUE RELIGION, ETC.

servers was that you could not find
enough provisions raised throughout the
Territory to sustain this community nine
months. It was not in the country; it did
not grow here. It was not in the fields
of wheat when the grain was threshed;
the potatoes and the buckwheat were not
gathered; the peas and the beans did not
grow; and the amount necessary to sus-
tain life was not on hand to sustain this
community nine months, if a close calcu-
lation had been made.

I couple this with the faith and acts of
the people in assisting the immigration
last fall. We said to the brethren, Get the
wheat ground, take the flour, and go and
bring in the immigration. And I bear my
testimony in the name of the Lord God
of Israel, that if this community had not
have done as they were requested per-
taining to the immigration, we this day
would not have had a bushel of wheat in
the market in this Territory.

But this community took their teams,
loaded up provisions and clothing, and
went to the immigrants on the Plains;
and some of them went almost naked
and barefooted. I know of men who were
in the City on business when the call was
made, and they started off to assist those
who were in the snow, and were gone
two months without shoes to their feet or
comfortable clothing to keep them warm;
for they had not brought those articles
from home with them, on account of ex-
pecting to return. They did not go back to
get a new pair of shoes and clothing suf-
ficient to keep them from freezing among
the snows of these mountains, and then
stay at home; but they promptly obeyed
the call, saying, If I can borrow flour, I
will take it to the brethren, and will pay
it back when I come in.

Did the people prove that they had
implicit confidence in their God? They
did. They left their families with-
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out wood, and their grain lying in the
field; their wheat not threshed, their
potatoes not dug; no forage gathered for
their cattle, and no preparations for sow-
ing the fall wheat; and trusted in the
Lord to provide for them, or to have an
opportunity to sow in the winter, or the
next spring, or never. What was the re-
sult of that highly praiseworthy conduct?
Hundreds of lives were saved, and we
have plenty.

Some go against the people selling
wheat to anybody but those who build up
the kingdom of God. Have I ever objected
to it? I say, let the Saints have it, if you
have got it. But what did we see here a
year ago last winter? A merchant bought
up a large amount of wheat at from a dol-
lar to a dollar-and-a-half a bushel, and
flour at from four to five dollars a hun-
dred. What was the result? He could
not take it to the States nor to California;
and I bought it at a much less price than
he paid for it in cash and goods, and paid
him in cattle. I am now buying wheat for
seventy-five cents a bushel that the mer-
chants here have bought in at from $1.25
to $1.75 a bushel.

If this community had not hearkened
to the wants of their brethren and sis-
ters who came in last fall, this would not
have been; but we would now have been
in want. Who believes this? I reasonably
know it; and it would almost be impossi-
ble for me to view the matter in any dif-
ferent light. I was careful to look for the
welfare and salvation of this people.

I have always looked for their salva-
tion, both spiritually and temporally. I
looked well to it last year, and the year
before that.

A year ago this spring was about
as hard a time as has been in this
Territory.  There was not flour nor
wheat for sale. I had not much, and
I was feeding a great many. I told
you then what I intended to do; I can
tell you now what I did. When the



