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Government officers that have come here
have trampled the laws under their feet,
and have spurned them to derision.

If officers of the law will keep the law,
it is all we ask of them while they are
here; but if they do not keep the law,
we will make them suffer the penalty.
They are afraid of "Mormonism," like the
Irishman who was arraigned before a
court of justice for a misdemeanor. He
lamented bitterly, and the judge told him
not to mourn, for he would see that he
had justice done to him. "And sure that
is what I am afraid of," replied Paddy.
So it is with them; they are all the time
afraid of justice. When they come here
they are afraid that justice is going to
overtake them, instead of the "Mormons"
doing them harm; and they do not like
justice.

I will now say a few words in regard
to the brethren's helping us on the Public
Works. I think that scores of men have
come to me and said, "Brother Brigham,
don't you want a team to work on the
Public Works? I really want to let a team
go on to the Public Works." We have not
needed them until now. We are going to
sell our oxen to pay our debts, and we
will now let the brethren work with their
teams, as they have desired. We shall
now prove them by their works, James
said, "Show me your faith without your
works, and I will show you my faith by
my works." We will apply that Scripture
to you; if you will show your faith with-
out your works, we will show you our
faith by our works, and see how many
will follow the example.

There are horse teams and mule
teams in abundance, and the spring
work is pretty nigh done. Horse teams
and mule teams will haul rock as well
as oxen, though it is generally sup-
posed that they cannot. We will sell
our cattle to pay our debts; for, if
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some poor, miserable people tell the
truth, and we have to leave here, I do not
want to go away in debt to our enemies;
for the Lord has told us not to go in debt
to our enemies. If I can get the brethren
to do as we want them to do, in a short
time we will not owe a Gentile one half
dollar. We never would have been in debt
to our enemies, if I could have had my
plans carried out. Some others have had
their way; and I, with a few others, have
had to stand and lift the load. If I could
be permitted to have my way, I would al-
ways have the dollar on hand to buy my
enemy, instead of owing him a dollar and
having to be sold for it. I would always
have a purse ready to buy those who are
for sale, instead of being out of means at
the sale. I would make every thousand
dollars return two, whereas I cannot do
that while letting others have their way.

We want you to report yourselves
forthwith, brethren. You can tell your
neighbors, and the word will go through
the city and county. But we do not want
men to come here and say, "Here is a
horse," or "I will turn out an ox," or,
"Brother Wells, I will send a team, if you
will support it and hire a man to drive
it." We do not want any such proffered
blessings, but we want them proffered
upon the principle that you hire your
own board or bring it with you, and bring
your horse feed and maintain yourselves,
just as you do at home about your own
work, and come and do the labor nec-
essary to be done. We do not wish any
man to say, "Here I am; I want you to
board me, and I want some horse feed,
stable room, reins, whippletrees and ev-
erything else."” We want men to stay at
home, unless they come to do the clean
work and provide for themselves and an-
imals.

We have wagons rigged for trans-
porting heavy blocks of stone, and we



