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I can bear witness to the truth of
what brother Hyde has said with regard
to the principle of government; and I
wish to add my testimony in these words.
There is no people on this earth, in a na-
tional capacity, but what have been oper-
ated upon to return to what they them-
selves, in their own government, have
prepared the way to accomplish. That is
the overruling hand of God in the midst
of the people, when they know it not.

Pertaining to the officers that brother
Hyde has alluded to, there is no statute
law in the United States, in neither the
Constitution nor the statutes at large,
but what allows the Latter-day Saints
every prerogative they could ask for.
There is no right or privilege that we
could ask to enjoy—none that any other
people could reasonably ask to enjoy, but
what is guaranteed unto us by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States.
Officials who feel to traduce the name
and character of the Latter-day Saints,
whether they be judges, marshals, In-
dian agents, or holding any other of-
fice under the United States' Govern-
ment in this Territory, have to violate
and trample under their feet their oaths
to be loyal to the Government and laws
by which they profess to be governed,
in order to intrude in the least on the
rights of this or any other peaceful, law-
abiding community. To the honor of a few

of those officials that have come here,
we can say that they have honored the
law under which they came, while oth-
ers have trampled it under their feet.
And for officers to infringe upon any of
our rights, they have got to transgress
the law that they are sworn to maintain.
These are facts. If men will only observe
the laws of the United States—will only
honor the laws they are sworn to honor,
we are safe.

It would please me much if the con-
gregation that assembles here from Sab-
bath to Sabbath could hear the details
of the foul slanders of men that have
been here, that they might know what
they will spew out. The great majority of
this people have no idea what rottenness
those characters carry within them; and
they did not find it here: they brought it
from the places from whence they came.
They come here as full of foul matter as
any shell or skin can be stuffed; and yet
I have heard some of the Saints say that
such and such a one of the lot was a per-
fect gentleman. Speaking as the world
view men and things, in the eyes of the
vast majority of mankind, the Devil is
the greatest gentleman that ever made
his appearance on this earth. In accor-
dance with their estimate, you cannot
begin to produce a person who is so much
of a gentleman as the Devil himself.

There are but few here that actu-
ally know the face of a Saint from


