UTILITY OF CORRECTION, ETC.

man that would honor "Mormonism" and
sustain it had to flee. Why? Because
some would not honor it. The righteous
had to suffer with the wicked; and it
is the ungodly who bring trouble upon
the righteous, and they have to pay that
debt. If it is not in ten thousand times
ten thousand years, they will have to pay
the debt for unlawfully bringing distress
upon the righteous.

What shall we do? The Lord is bless-
ing us; and such a time of blessing I
never saw. We never have been blessed
so much as we are this year. Go to the
north, to the south, to the east, and to
the west, and you will see the earth mat-
ted over with vegetation to such an ex-
tent as I have never before seen. Go into
our gardens and orchards, and you will
find our trees even now actually break-
ing down with fruit. We shall have to
thin out the peaches on the boughs, or
they will break before they can ripen the
load that is upon them. The limbs are
breaking down with apples, plums, cur-
rants, and every kind of fruit that we are
raising; and the strawberry vines would
break down, if they were not already on
the ground. I never saw the like in the
States, nor in England, nor anywhere
else.

The people are doing right; they are
waking up; and the Lord looks upon us
as a good father looks upon his boys
who are in the field at work, digging
and watering the ground, in the hot
sun, up to the knees in mud, with their
wives and their children. Says he, "My
boys, you are good boys; I will give you
some rain, I will wet your crops, and
rest you a little while; but I will not
let you have but a little water, for if I
send the rains here the devil will come
upon you with his gang. 1 will not
let you have much rain, only enough
to ease your labors a little while." That
is the way my Father feels, and I feel
so, when I have His Spirit; and that is
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the reason I can comprehend Him when I
have His Spirit. You have heard me say
that I felt joyful, funny, and jocular, ac-
cording to the portion of the Spirit of the
Lord I enjoyed. Do I feel like dancing and
jumping? Yes, and like doing everything
else that is good and comfortable. When
I have the Spirit of the Lord, I feel so;
and that makes me think that my Father
in heaven felt so before me.

Brethren, go and build your store-
houses before your grain is harvested,
and lay it up, and let us never cease un-
til we have got a seven years' supply. You
may think that we shall not see times in
which we shall need it. Do you not com-
prehend how comfortable it will be for us
to know that we have grain enough to
last us seven years? But it would make
me feel bad for brother Brigham, myself,
and a few others, and the Tithing Of-
fice, to have our granaries full, and the
rest of the people have none. Why? Be-
cause we should have to hand out of our
granaries as long as there was a kernel
left. [Voice: "We should have to buy the
whole of them."] Yes, we should have to
buy your fine dresses, your jewelry, and
everything you have got; which we shall
do, if you do not lay up in store.

I ask, would things have been with
us as they are now, if we had not re-
pented and commenced anew? Now, 7
tons, or 14,000 lbs. of flour are dealt
out of the Tithing Office every week to
the hands upon the Public Works; and
can they reduce the supplies that are
in that office? They have not been able
to yet, for some of the cellars are being
dug out to put in grain. We have not
storeroom enough to hold it, and we are
obliged to go to the flouring mills to get
storage for it. And the men who deal
out the flour say that they have not re-
duced the supplies on hand, that they
continually keep about so, and a little



