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of wheat and other grain at Salmon
River.

Everything is flourishing; but how
easy God can clip it, even now. He can
send the grasshoppers, and make a per-
fect desolation of this year's crop, as eas-
ily as I can throw this book lid over.
Why? Because He rules in the armies of
heaven, and controls the affairs of this
earth, according to His own pleasure,
and the world know it not. He sends an-
gels and ministering spirits to transact
His business, upon the same principle
that brother Brigham sends his brethren
to England, Denmark, the States, and
this way, and that. He sits upon His
throne and says, Joseph, go and do that;
Peter, attend to that; and they do it. This
is a natural principle there just as much
as here, though the people cannot real-
ize it so sensibly. He sends his Elders
and delegates, as we sent brother George
A. Smith, and brother Bernhisel, and
brother John Taylor. Brother Brigham
did not go; but his authority accompa-
nied those brethren; also the power of
God who controls him. If I should tell
one of my wives to go to Box Elder and
transact business for me, she has more
authority in that matter than any king
upon his throne, or the President of the
United States. Why? Because she goes
in my authority.

I go in brother Brigham's authority,
which is the authority of God. That
power you have all got, so far as you are
faithful. I have heard brother Brigham
say that a Bishop now has more influ-
ence over his ward than Joseph had over
the Church in his day. Joseph could not
so thoroughly control the people, for they
were wild like bulls; but when he could
not make them do what he wanted them
to, he suffered them to do what they
pleased.

I speak of these things by way of
encouragement to you, brethren and
sisters. You are a good people: I

respect you; I have pride in you, when
you live your religion; but let us wake
up. We have done first-rate; but we
can wake up more, and keep waking up,
and attend to the things you have been
told to attend to; and one of them is,
to lay up stores of corn, wheat, oats,
peas, beans, buckwheat, and everything
else that can be preserved; for you will
see a day when you will want it; and
it will be when we shall feel the effects
of famine, and when the United States
have not any food. And inasmuch as we
are wise and prudent in this matter, we
shall have power over them, and they
cannot help themselves. And the day will
come when the wicked shall not come
here to impose upon our good feelings,
and for us to nourish them, while they
are infusing the poison of their corrup-
tion in our midst. I have borne and borne
that wickedness until I will not bear it
any longer. How long have I borne their
abuse? For twenty-five years; and the
law of the land is, that a man is of age
when he is 21; and we have served four
years beyond that time, free gratis. We
are now pretty free, and we will be more
free when we are thirty. It will be so, if
we will do right.

It takes us all to do right, like the
limbs and branches of one tree partak-
ing of the nourishment of the stock to
which they belong, and the stock draws
its nourishment from the root. Let us
find out the nature of the roots, that we
may better understand the trunk and
the branches. I have to take the alpha-
bet of salvation with which to learn the
first principles of the doctrine of Christ,
and then, as I progress, I can read all
the celestial law by the same letters. We
learn the alphabet of the English lan-
guage, then we learn the spelling book,
the reader the geography, history, and
everything by means of the same alpha-
bet.


