JOURNEY TO THE NORTH, ETC.

of the Apostles, that required the faith
and the energy of godly men and godly
women, and the skill, wisdom, and
power of the Almighty to be with them,
so much as this people require it at the
present time. There never was that ne-
cessity; there never has been a time on
the face of the earth, from the time that
the church went to destruction, and the
Priesthood was taken from the earth,
that the powers of darkness and the pow-
ers of earth and hell were so embittered,
and enraged, and incensed against God
and godliness on the earth, as they are
at the present. And when the spirit
of persecution, the spirit of hatred, of
wrath, and malice ceases in the world
against this people, it will be the time
that this people have apostatized and
joined hands with the wicked, and never
until then; which I pray may never come.

I feel thankful for the privilege of
lifting up my voice before you this day,
my brethren; I feel that it is a great
privilege. There is no other people on
the earth that are blessed like this peo-
ple, though some of them say they are
not blessed, because they have trials—
that they are not blessed as they wish
to be, because they have cares upon
them, because they are persecuted and
hated. But I say that in all this you
are blessed, if the words of the Sav-
ior are correct, which you and I be-
lieve. He said to his disciples for-
merly, which will also correctly apply to
the Saints in our day, "Blessed are ye,
when men shall revile you, and perse-
cute you, and shall say all manner of
evil against you falsely, for my sake. Re-
joice, and be exceeding glad: for great
is your reward in heaven: for so perse-
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cuted they the prophets which were be-
fore you." If this is not now done to per-
fection by the world, wait a little while,
and it will be. The world will hate us to
perfection; and if they have not spoken
all manner of evil against us, falsely, it is
because they have not knowledge enough
to do it. At this time there is no false-
hood which they can invent, but what
they are active in their service to their
father the devil against the Saints; con-
sequently, according to the words of the
Savior, "Blessed are ye."

We know that we are blessed, and
God knows it, if we love the Lord our
God; and our works prove that we do.
Blessed are the Latter-day Saints, if they
love God and keep His commandments.
And, let the world revile them, and do
what they will, we are blessed, because
we have the words of eternal life, and
know how to perform, and are actually
performing the works, to secure to our-
selves an eternal salvation and an exis-
tence in the presence of our Father and
God, while they will be wasted away, and
be destroyed from the earth, and from
every kingdom where there is peace and
righteousness.

We are blessed, and we may never ex-
pect our happiness and heaven until we
gain a perfect victory over the devil, hell,
and the grave; and that we cannot do in
this mortality; but we can conquer to a
certain degree, and gain admission into
the favor of our Father and God, and re-
ceive His promise to be received into His
celestial kingdom, when we shall have
a perfect victory and power over every-
thing that is evil. I will give way for oth-
ers. May God bless you. Amen.



