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on a mission from Nauvoo; and, if I re-
member rightly, he went through Indi-
ana. He lives in this place, and his name
is James Carroll. He went into a neigh-
borhood where there was a Baptist So-
ciety, which had recently built a meet-
inghouse. They had heard of the "Mor-
mons," but knew nothing of the doctrine.
They wished him to tarry and preach,
and the minister invited him into his
pulpit. He rose, and began to preach
"Mormonism," as he called it; and about
the first item that he presented to the
people was nearly the last event that
will take place on the earth concern-
ing the Church. Instead of preaching
the restoration and first principles of the
Gospel, almost the first remark that he
made was, "You have a pretty meeting-
house, and good buildings and farms; but
do you know that the 'Mormons' are com-
ing here to possess the whole of them?"

He never heard Joseph Smith, the
Twelve, or any of the Elders that un-
derstood the Gospel, teach any such doc-
trine, but had probably gathered the idea
from reading the Bible. By the time he
had got through with so short a sermon,
the congregation was ready to kick him
out of the neighborhood, and he ought
to have been kicked out of the pulpit
at the first dash. This does not partic-
ularly militate against the character of
that man; but many of the Elders do not
seem to understand how to gain the at-
tention and feelings of the people, and
lead them in the pathway of truth.

We have received letters from the
East, stating that "There is no place for
preaching there," whereas I really think
that there might be hundreds of Elders
selected here, if we could spare them,
who could go to the States and find as
good openings for preaching as there are
in the world; at least I would run the
risk of it. Had I the choice whether to go
to the States and gather Saints, or to go

where the Gospel was preached by
the ancient Apostles of the Lord Jesus
Christ, among the children of the peo-
ple who have formerly had the Gospel
preached to them, I would engage to go
to the States and gather one hundred
Saints to one that could be gathered from
among the children of those who heard
Peter, Paul, and others of the ancient
Apostles preach the Gospel.

Reports of the business transactions
and condition of the Church and Per-
petual Emigrating Fund Company have
been prepared, and will be read, so that
you can understand the true situation of
our general financial affairs. The P. E.
Fund is founded upon the principle of ev-
erlasting increase, and if the people do
right, or even half right, our means will
increase.

The means arising from the sale
of stray cattle, that some like so well
to claim, all go towards swelling the
amounts at the disposal of the P. E. Fund
for gathering the poor. Still, when strays
are driven into the general stray pound,
you can see men come and swear to this
ox and that cow; and they will bring two
or three others to testify to an animal
they claim; and another man will step
up and say, "That is my animal;" and he
will also bring three or four witnesses
to prove it; and pretty soon still another
comes and claims the same animal; and
so on until there are, perhaps, four or
five persons in the pound, each one with
his witnesses, claiming the same animal,
and all willing to swear on a stack of
Bibles, as they hope for salvation, that
such a creature is theirs, when they must
know that they never saw it before. Such
circumstances transpire every time that
stray cattle are driven in. I want to tell
you, so that you cannot fail to under-
stand it, without you are consummate
hypocrites and scoundrels, let stray cat-
tle alone, unless you actually know them
to be yours.


