DEPARTED SPIRITS, ETC.

you would there find a branch of this
Church, a branch of the vine which is fig-
urative of Jesus. So it is with the general
authority of this Church; here are the
First Presidency, the Twelve, the High
Priests, the Seventies, Elders, Bishops,
and lesser Priesthood, and they are all
branches of the vine. Now if the peo-
ple in Iron county are connected to the
main branch that is there, to the Pres-
ident and his Counselors there, and if
they will hearken to their words, then
they will hearken to our words. And if
they won't hear the words of those who
are authorised to teach them, do you not
comprehend that they cannot remain in
the vine? But if they will hear our words,
then there is a junction of the lesser
with the larger branches to which they
are connected. And if men hearken to
our words, they will also hearken to the
words of their Bishops and Presidents,
and what is the result? They will par-
take of the same sap and nourishment
that are in us.

Brother Brigham is our head, and
we will say, by way of comparison, that
brother Heber and brother Wells are the
arms, and you can see that there are sev-
eral members springing from the arms.
These arms are for defending the head,
and should there be any disunion? Or
should anything step in between them?
Or should anyone try to make a separa-
tion between them? No, for they should
be agreed in nourishing and cherishing
the head, or the branch to which they be-
long.

Reflect upon the union that should
exist between those men! They should
be of one heart and of one mind. Should
not I know the mind of brother Brigham?
Yes, just as much as he should know
the mind of brother Joseph, and brother
Joseph the mind of Peter, and Peter the
mind of Jesus, and Jesus the mind of
the Father. I should know the mind
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of brother Brigham; and brother Wells
should know my mind, and the mind of
brother Brigham. This is why that in my
counsel I never run against him, and he
knows it and speaks of it. And he never
gave me any commandment, but what I
was ready to sustain him. Then here is
a Quorum that is of one heart and of one
mind in all things; and just as the Fa-
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost are
one, so we are one, and always should be.

The Twelve Apostles come next. Are
they a separate and independent body?
No, for they sprang from those three,
and are branches that are connected to
the same stock; and we sprang from
Joseph, and Joseph from Peter, and Peter
from Jesus, and Jesus from his Father.
The Twelve may enquire, "Should not we
have the same mind as the First Pres-
idency have? Yes, they most certainly
should. If the Twelve have the same
Spirit, they will speak our mind, and
will not suffer any person to get between
us, nor between us and them, nor be-
tween them; for no person has the right
to dictate to them, except brother Daniel,
brother Heber, and brother Brigham, be-
cause they form a Quorum next in au-
thority to the First Presidency, and hold
the keys of the kingdom to all men and
nations upon the earth. They should be
one in spirit with the First Presidency,
and the Seventies should be one with the
Twelve and with us.

The First Presidency of the Seven-
ties, Joseph Young and his six coun-
selors, form another body holding power
and authority, and where did they re-
ceive their power and authority from?
They sprang from the Twelve. Then
there are seven Presidents to each Sev-
enty, and each Seventy is a branch,
and they are all joined to the vine,
their seven first Presidents are the
junction by which the Seventies are
connected to that vine, even to the



