
MAN THE HEAD OF WOMAN, ETC. 261

lips may even now cry, "Abba, Father;"
but your spirit cannot until it is reno-
vated; and lip service, you know, is mock-
ery before God. We are to worship God in
spirit and in truth, and with the under-
standing also. But if you wish to destroy
us for doing the works of Abraham and of
Christ, know ye that God will curse you;
and neither He nor His people will al-
low you to have any part in the covenant
of promise; and neither in Abraham, nor
yet in Christ can ye be blessed. There is
something more implied in this change
often alluded to by all professing Chris-
tians than is usually considered. It is,
nevertheless, scripturally and philosoph-
ically true.

During the late session of the Legis-
lature, a very polite note was received
by that body from Mr. Van Emman,
agent of the American Bible Society, who
wished to have the members call at his
depository and examine his Bibles, qual-
ity, and prices, and to advertise them in
the various localities to which they were
about to repair, and also to lay before
them the object of the society in send-
ing the Bibles to Utah. The Legisla-
ture thought proper to appoint a com-
mittee to wait upon Mr. V., examine his
books, &c., and being a member of the
House, I, with brother F. D. Richards,
was appointed said committee. In the
discharge of our duties, I remarked to
Mr. Van Emman, who, by the by, re-
ceived us very gentlemanly, that the soci-
ety which he had the honor to represent,
no doubt considered us degraded and al-
most beyond the reach of Bible truth. He
replied, that they did not consider us so
degraded as we might think they did; but
that it was the design of the society to
put the word of God into the hands of
every man in the world, Utah not ex-
cepted. I replied, that this was very
good. But however charitable and benev-
olent the designs of that society may

be, so far as Utah is concerned, they have
sent us the wrong book if they wish to
reclaim us from the belief in and prac-
tice of Polygamy: for instead of its re-
claiming us, it confirms us in our belief
and practice, and nowhere condemns it;
and, hence, we are conscientious in our
manner of life, having the word of God
which you bring us for our standard. Al-
though our faith and practice are such
as we declare unto you, yet no people
on earth look with greater abhorrence
and indignation upon a violation of the
principles that govern us than we do.
No man or woman among us, not of our
faith, that behaves himself, and violates
not our laws and regulations, has any oc-
casion to fear molestation. But if he or
she violates them and will not desist, I
cannot vouch for his safety, member of
our Church or not, neither can I insure
his house to stand.

We have had, and still have among
us, men who write back to the States
glaring accounts of our character and
conduct, and bitter complaints of our
treatment toward them; but it would be
hard for them to detail the awful treat-
ment they pretend to represent. We do
not often act without a cause; and one,
too, which, with them, we are willing to
meet at the bar of God and answer to our
treatment. We have been unmercifully
forced to come to Utah; but we force no
one else to come; yet if they do come, we
want them to behave themselves, and at-
tend to their own business. We do not
consider an officer of the government to
have any more right to commit wicked-
ness than anyone else; and if he does,
he merits as severe a rebuke, and even
more so, for he not only destroys his in-
fluence and power to do good, but brings
dishonor upon the power that sent him.
I would say to our friends, that I have no
hesitancy in recommending the Bibles of
Mr. Van Emman. They are, most un-


