MISAPPLICATION OF THE TERM SACRIFICE, ETC.

the ordinance, and corrupted their ways
in their generations, and it has brought
misery and degradation on the human
family. And now, if we can turn
round and reform in this, ourselves—our
posterity—will be better prepared to re-
form themselves and become mighty be-
fore God. They will be better capable
of receiving those principles which have
been made known to us; they can lay
hold with greater power and faith on the
blessings of the Priesthood, and can ob-
tain greater power than we now can, be-
cause they will not have the traditions
around them that we have. They will
be measurably free from the corruptions
which have been entailed on us.

I do not wish to take up much time,
but I wish to impress these facts upon
the people. I wish to have my sisters
feel that this order is the order of God,
and that in it they will find happiness
and exaltation; in it they will find ev-
ery principle that is calculated to lead
them to glory and favor with God, and
exaltation into His presence; and by it
they are redeeming themselves and their
posterity from the corruptions of man,
that have been in existence for many
generations before us, and from which
they have been brought out by the sound
and proclamation of the Gospel. I be-
lieve they do feel to appreciate and un-
derstand this; and I wish to exhort the
brethren also, that they adhere to these
holy principles and try to see and under-
stand them as they exist, and act accord-
ing to the principles of life and salvation,
and not according to those of death and
destruction; that they make allowance
for thousands of things they may have
around them in their families.

There are many men who think they
have an understanding of these things,
and make no allowance for the tra-
ditions that hang around the women.
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Do you realize that they have been
brought up in their Gentile notions, as
well as yourselves? A man may have,
perhaps, three or four wives, and not
make such allowance for them as they
do for him, and find fault, and be very
exacting in requiring of them the most
perfect obedience to every whim and no-
tion. By taking such a course he is liable
to lose the Holy Ghost, and if he does, he
will lose his women. It is upon the prin-
ciple that you are a man of God—that
you have the Holy Ghost and desire to
raise up a holy seed to the name of the
Most High—that your wives have been
sealed to you; they would not upon any
other principle have come to you. Now if
your wives discover that you lack in any
virtues pertaining to the Holy Priest-
hood, and if you take a course that is not
calculated to exalt them, do you not see
that you lose their confidence? You will
lose them also.

The reformation has touched the
hearts of both men and women. The
people generally are turning round, and
they will serve God more perfectly than
hitherto. Many of you have never tried
this order until now, and let me tell you,
brethren, that it is necessary for you to
keep the Holy Ghost. If you have not got
it, you must get it, and never be with-
out it. You must shed forth that influ-
ence on your family, as brothers Joseph
and Heber told you this morning, or they
will leave you. They will not stay with
a man who is destitute of it, if they are
good women, neither should they. This
is a word for you, my brethren, who are
now starting out on this principle. It is
a good, virtuous, and holy principle, and
not to be trifled with. The women, as a
general thing, have power and faith in
this kingdom, and they come into this
order with full purpose of heart, desir-
ing to do right; and in leading them, if
you will be careful of your own feelings,



