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tion, and the evil spirit is also ready
to lead us into temptation. That is
true, but look at the word the Lord gave
us through our first parents, when He
planted us on this earth. He said to
the serpent, "Because thou has done this,
thou art cursed above all cattle, and
above every beast of the field; upon thy
belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou
eat all the days of thy life: And I will put
enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed; it
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise his heel." We have that advantage
over the devil; we can, if we have a mind
to, resist him, and he will flee from us.
He can be cast out, and he is subject to
us. We have the length and breadth of
ourselves clear from being contaminated
with him. I will say that, without fearing
successful contradiction. If he overcomes
us, we first let down the bars, and invite
him to enter; or he would not come fur-
ther than our heels.

The Lord gave us our agency to do
as we please, and it is for us to say
whether we will be for God or the devil.
We may make ourselves angels to the
devil, or Saints of the Most High. We
may have the blessings of the Almighty
assisting us, or reject them and go
to the devil; it is optional with our-
selves. I will admit that we have been
corrupted in our generations for thou-
sands of years, and that the devil has
power over us through this cause in a
measure that he otherwise would not
have; and were it not for the multi-
plicity of the blessings of the Almighty
that gives us power and strength, we
would most likely be overcome of the
devil. We have become small in stature
and short in years—weak in body and
mind—compared with our forefathers in
the primitive ages of the world. We
know they attained to a great age, and
large in stature, and had great power
with God. We know there has been a
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falling away, and we have come down
through the loins of progenitors who
have corrupted their ways, changed the
ordinances, and but little of the blood of
Abraham may be flowing in our veins.

God has looked at the generations of
men, and has brought spirits into the
world, and they have come through this
long line of corrupted generation. What
has He made known unto us? He has
developed little by little the ways of the
Lord, if we will pursue the course His
servants have laid out through the chan-
nels of the holy and eternal Priesthood.
He has again opened to the children of
men the channels of life, and we may
bring ourselves back again to the might
and power, life and immortality spoken
of this morning. The Lord will cut His
work short in righteousness, and will
permit us, if we are faithful, to progress
so fast that we may make up in a few
years what we have lost in a thousand.
We may gain, in a few generations of
righteousness, what twenty of unrigh-
teousness have robbed us of It is a
work of righteousness which the Lord
will bless and prosper.

The principles of plurality have been
established, in order to raise up a righ-
teous seed unto God. The way has been
pointed out, and it is a blessing that
has been restored to this generation. It
is a turning back to the holy princi-
ples of ancient days, even to that purity
that was known in primitive ages. In
this way only may we rise from corrup-
tion, through the Holy Priesthood of our
God. We do not handle these things with
proper sacredness, perhaps. It is a prin-
ciple that is calculated to produce health,
strength, and happiness here, as well as
salvation hereafter. It is so esteemed by
many, and when you see the principle as
it really is, you will say that it is as I tell
you.

I know our forefathers have changed



