
OBEDIENCE PRODUCES CONFIDENCE, ETC. 251

being boated on it for our Temple; and
it need not be only a few years before
the Temple is built, wherein you will
receive your endowments and blessings.
And God our Father will protect us and
give us good peace, until we have ac-
complished that work and many other
things. He will strengthen our feet and
fill our granaries.

Will you go to work at once on the
canal, letting your Bishops lead out and
you follow? If you will, raise your right
hands. [All hands were raised.] If you
live up to the covenant now made, you
will soon accomplish the work; and it
will be but a few days before the ground
will be in readiness for ploughing and
seeding, and God will bless the earth
and strengthen it to yield an abundance,
through your going and doing that lit-
tle work, and letting the water into that
canal, so that we can boat rock from the
quarry unto this place. Let us go to and
do, instead of merely saying. That is
drawing our feelings into the one reser-
voir.

Upon the same principle, let every
man render over his property with an
eternal deed that cannot be broken;
throw it all into the big reservoir. Sup-
pose that one puts in one drop, another
two, another ten, and another a hun-
dred, do you not see, when you throw
in your property—your substance—into
one reservoir, that it makes us all one,
and that you cannot become one without
this principle? You may work to all eter-
nity, and never connect the branch with
the vine, upon any other principle than
that of putting your property and tem-
poral blessings with your spiritual inter-
ests, whereby they will both become one.
If you do not do that, I do not mean in one
thing only, but in everything that God re-
quires of you by His servants, if you do
not bring your substance forward and lay
it down at the Apostle's feet, you will be

stripped. Brother Brigham is the chief
Apostle of Jesus, and he is our President,
our Prophet, and our leader, and we the
Twelve are his brethren, and you have
got to lay down your substance at their
feet, as the Saints did in the days of the
ancient Apostles of Jesus.

Look at Ananias and Sapphira. I
have heard you read their history a great
many times, and talk about it. They
came with a part of their substance, and
lied about it. You may do as you have a
mind to. In one sense, we do not care
whether you lie, or tell the truth. If
you tell the truth and do right, who is
blessed? Is it anyone but yourselves?
It is not brother Brigham, nor brother
Heber, only in connection with you, inas-
much as you take a course to do right;
for being members of the same body to
which we are connected, it influences
the whole body, and the whole body is
blessed at the same time. It does not par-
ticularly make any difference with us, as
individuals.

You have got to render an account
of everything you have, for we are all
stewards. You Bishops, Seventies, High
Priests, Elders, Priests, Teachers, Dea-
cons, and members, where did you get
the Priesthood and authority you hold?
It came from this very authority, the
First Presidency that sits here in this
stand. There was an authority before us,
and we got our authority from that, and
you got it from us, and this authority is
with the First Presidency. Now do not go
off and say that you are independent of
that authority. Where did you get your
wives? Who gave them to you? By what
authority were they given to you? Where
did you get anything?

If you do not take the course you
have been told to take, and as I am
trying to tell you, viz., to render all
you have on this earth, every man in
this Church and kingdom will be as
bare when he leaves this earth as he


