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you may bid farewell to salvation, every
soul of you.

I wish that this whole people would
so get religion that brother Brigham and
myself, and other good men could al-
ways freely and fully teach you all things
pertaining to salvation, and show you
your condition, even as the Lord views it.
Here is the kingdom of God, here are the
Prophet and the Apostles, the Patriarch,
and all the leading men of Israel, and
where is there a man in Europe, or in
any other country, who sprung from this
Church, but what sprung from the au-
thority, the life, vitals, and power of this
Church and kingdom? If he has not got
his power unto salvation in this Church,
he has not any power towards an exalta-
tion in the celestial kingdom of our God.
And those who have power from the true
source have not predominance over those
who hold the keys in advance of them,
for the kingdom of God is a kingdom
of order. How can you become impreg-
nated with the spirit and power of God,
except you become impregnated through
us? There is no true path, except to do as
you are told by those whom the Lord has
called and chosen, and placed to direct
you.

I do not care so much whether you
have faith or not, for if you have con-
fidence in yourselves, I would risk the
confidence you should have in us. And
if you have lost confidence in yourselves,
you will not have much confidence in
your brethren; and in that case I want
to know what confidence you can have
in your God? The Lord often takes a
course to try the confidence of His peo-
ple, for He planted a branch of the olive
tree in the poorest spot in all the land
of His vineyard, and He caused it to
yield much fruit that was good. That
was considered a marvelous work, and
one of His servants said, "How camest
thou hither to plant this tree, or this
branch of the tree? For behold, it was

the poorest spot in all the land of thy
vineyard. And the Lord of the vineyard
said unto him: Counsel me not; but go to
and do all things as I command you."

Now suppose I should say, here, John,
William, and Richard, I want you to go
up near the arsenal and dig a well, and
when you have dug ten feet you will find
water. They would be very apt to say,
"We have not a particle of confidence in
that operation." I would reply, I do not
care about that; it is the well I want,
and that will afford water. They go to
work without one particle of confidence
in what I say, and dig to the depth of ten
feet, and come to good water. By so do-
ing, have they not obtained knowledge
without confidence? Yes, by their works.
And Jesus says, by your works shall you
be judged, and by your works shall you
be justified. John, Bill, and Dick, dig
the well, and I have accomplished my de-
sign with them, though they had not a
particle of confidence in me, nor in God.
And when they have found water, they
say, "That gives me confidence in you,
brother Heber, and in your God." The
result of their works gives them confi-
dence. It may stimulate some of you to go
to work upon that principle, viz., to do as
you are told, without knowing whether
you will get water or not.

Well, go to work and dig the Big
Cottonwood canal on the same princi-
ple. Begin tomorrow morning, and do not
cease until that canal is done, and I will
warrant the water to come, and when
it comes, that will increase your confi-
dence. Brethren, will you all with your
Bishops lay aside everything that is not
of greater importance, and go to work on
that canal until it is finished? If you will
work, instead of merely saying you will,
and go to with all your hearts, it will be
but a short time before you see the rock


