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In order that this thing may be ac-
complished, and in order that those
blessings which are necessary may be se-
cured, and that the feelings and faith
that we want as a people may be se-
cured to us, we have to go to work indi-
vidually and more anxiously, more ambi-
tiously than we have done before to bind
each other's feelings together.

Now, for instance, take a shepherd
who has charge of a large flock of sheep;
he goes into his field, and his flock has-
ten to gather around him, and follow
after him. How is this accomplished?
The shepherd has gone from day to day,
and from time to time, with plenty of
salt, and they discover that he has it
with him every time he makes his ap-
pearance, and that he has those things
that are necessary to supply their wants.
They learn by experience, that he has
looked after their welfare, and they ap-
preciate his kindness; it is a good deal so
among men.

If you will allow me to carry out the
figure, though perhaps it may not ap-
ply quite so well as some other, but it
is the one now upon my mind. You let
the President of your settlement, or the
Bishop, or President Brigham Young, for
instance, continue to administer inces-
santly among this people, and let them
do all that individuals will call upon
them to do; they will be worn down, and
as brother Kimball was speaking, unless
there is something done by the people as
a return for that which is done by those
men, there never will be a perfect people,
but will be very far off from perfection.
And it is still more so in regard to the
cultivation of that feeling which is nec-
essary for us to have one for another.

In regard to the shepherd's flock of
sheep, what do they do in reference
to making a return for the good that
is done to them? Is it sufficient for
them to return one tenth part of their
wool, which, would be a very great

source of benefit, providing they only
give that? If one of them could speak and
say we will give you one tenth part of our
wool for the purpose of manifesting unto
you our gratitude, would not that be a
very good and proper acknowledgement?

But they do more than this, they do
as brother Kimball was speaking, they
put everything into the reservoir, they
return their entire fleece. This secures
a very good feeling in the shepherd or
in the bosom of the farmer towards the
sheep that he had been administering
to, and they find themselves, after the
next year comes round, in possession of
a great abundance.

Well, I was thinking of these things
as brother Kimball was speaking this
morning. If the people had confidence in
the things which are taught, and if they
would let their minds expand, and throw
in their substance for the establishment
of Zion and the extension of the kingdom
of God, they would learn that it is the
very principle upon which they would re-
ceive stores of those things which they
are after.

But there is a fearfulness in the
minds of the people, they are afraid to
trust their substance in the hands of the
Lord, but if we expect acts of kindness
and affection; if we understand our true
position, and want to secure the affec-
tions of the Almighty and all good men,
so that they will be bound to us, we
have got do something that will secure
to us those affections, and other manifes-
tations of that kindness which we have
previously participated in.

If individuals would look upon this
principle as they should look upon it,
view it in its proper light, they would
take much more pains than they do,
for they would see the necessity of
binding the feelings of their brethren
together, they would see and under-
stand the importance of this more


