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far as regards himself he is doing that
which is necessary for him to do to se-
cure their good feelings and affections to
himself.

But let him take the opposite course,
and think of improving his own dear
self, and that there is only himself to
be saved, that all he has to accomplish
is to secure life and salvation for him-
self, and only think of his own sins, to
reform himself, and to take care of him-
self. A man who takes this course is
going upon a principle that will always
keep him bound up and contracted in his
feelings and contracted in his views, and
will never accomplish the thing that is
desired.

As, for instance, you let an individ-
ual keep his ideas and knowledge to him-
self in going on to acquire any informa-
tion in relation to any particular branch
of study or business, will he ever accom-
plish the thing that is required?

A great many pursue this course in
reference to their mechanical skill, but
this is not the right way.

In pursuing any kind of study, a man
has to continue to work, and after go-
ing through one course, he has to go
through again, and keep at work in order
to make himself master of them, and he
never will master them near so well as
by communicating his information while
engaged in gaining it. Let him go to
work and gather up his friends, and en-
deavor to give them the same knowledge
that he has received, and he then begins
to find himself being enlightened upon
those things which he never would have
known unless by pursuing that course of
teaching, and imparting the information
he is in possession of unto others. Any-
one that has been a schoolteacher will
understand me well upon this point.

So you perceive that he who in-
dulges in this narrow contracted kind
of feeling, instead of benefiting himself

in keeping the knowledge he possesses
within himself, he is the loser in consid-
ering that by keeping all he has received
to himself he would be exalted in spirit,
in knowledge, and intelligence.

Let a man remember that there are
others that are in darkness and that
have not advanced so far in knowledge,
wisdom, and intelligence, and let him
impart that knowledge, intelligence, and
power unto his friends and brethren,
inasmuch as he is farther advanced
than they are, and by so doing he will
soon discover that his mind will expand,
and that light and knowledge which he
had gained would increase and multiply
more rapidly.

I have heard brother Kimball state
that when he was very much down-
hearted, he would find somebody worse
than himself, and endeavor to comfort
him up, and by so doing he would com-
fort himself, and increase in spirit and
in life. It is upon this principle that I am
speaking.

If you want to secure the friendship
and affections of our friends, go to work
and comfort them with that light which
you have received, remembering those
blessings came down from God, and that
by doing this you are only doing what ev-
ery man should do.

Those of you who have got the Priest-
hood, go and make friends among the in-
dividuals by whom you are surrounded;
or select one and try to start his feel-
ings, his faith, his circumstances, and
his mind, and try to enlighten them,
and if they are sinners, endeavor to save
them from their sins, and bring them
from their bondage in which they are
placed, to participate in the light and lib-
erty which you participate in, for in this
way you can do good through the infor-
mation which the Lord has imparted to
you. In this way you will discover that
their minds will be drawn out towards
you, and their affections will be gained
and centered upon you.


