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and exaltation. And had he not made
these exertions, we never could have
been secured in these blessings and priv-
ileges which are guaranteed unto us in
the Gospel, through the mediation of Je-
sus Christ, for he made the necessary ex-
ertions.

In order to accomplish the gather-
ing of Israel out of Egyptian bondage,
there had to be something done to lib-
erate them from their thralldom, and
this something had to be done by a
higher power, by an individual that had
more wisdom, more intelligence, more
understanding, and more power and
means within his hands for the pur-
pose of securing those blessings which
they needed. They never could have got
out from their difficulties nor from their
bondage, unless this power had been ex-
erted by one who had more intelligence,
more knowledge, more information in re-
lation to the means of their deliverance.

It is just so in a thousand other cases,
there has to be a power exercised for the
benefit of the people, there has to be ex-
ertions made, and they never can receive
the blessings and privileges that are for
them, unless those exertions were made
by an individual possessing more knowl-
edge, more wisdom, and greater power
than themselves.

Jesus, on a certain occasion, speak-
ing to Peter, said to him, "Simon Peter,
lovest thou me?" He answered that he
did. Well, then, replied Jesus, "feed my
sheep." Jesus interrogated him again,
saying, "Simon Peter, lovest thou me?"
Peter answered, "I do, Lord." Jesus said
unto him. "Feed my lambs." In this case
we perceive there was an exertion to be
made for the benefit of those that had
not that power and information, but this
alone is not sufficient.

Had Moses, for instance, having
done all that he did, had he deliv-
ered Israel from Egyptian bondage, and

having done all that he could and all that
mortal man could do for their redemp-
tion, having done all in his power, and
been willing to lay down his life and to
sacrifice everything that he had to ac-
complish that work, would he have se-
cured the people to himself, and have
brought about that union which was so
necessary, without any exertion on their
part? No, most assuredly it would not
have been accomplished, for there had to
be a return, an exertion on their part,
in order to secure that union and that
love, and to secure that fellowship be-
tween them and him, which it was neces-
sary should exist, and so it is in reference
to Jesus Christ, though he has sacrificed
himself and laid the plan for the redemp-
tion of the people, yet unless the people
labor to obtain that union between him
and them, their salvation never will be
accomplished. Thus we see that some-
thing has to be done by each party, in or-
der to secure each other's friendship, and
to bind us together as a community.

Now, let an individual possess in-
formation and intelligence, and let that
individual be one who holds the Holy
Priesthood, a man who has been in the
Church for years and years, let him
be one that is filled with knowledge
and understanding, and let him go to
work and look about him, or in other
words, let him consider there are oth-
ers around him that are less favored
than himself, and that they are not all
so strong, nor so forward in the bless-
ings and graces of the Gospel as he
is. Let him reflect that those around
him desire the intelligence and bless-
ings that God has given him through his
greater experience in the things of the
kingdom; then begin to impart that in-
formation to those around him, and to
communicate his strength to those that
are weak, and shadow forth his light to
those who are in darkness. Then, so


