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Things were first created spiritually;
the Father actually begat the spirits, and
they were brought forth and lived with
Him. Then He commenced the work of
creating earthly tabernacles, precisely as
He had been created in this flesh himself,
by partaking of the coarse material that
was organized and composed this earth,
until His system was charged with it,
consequently the tabernacles of His chil-
dren were organized from the coarse ma-
terials of this earth.

When the time came that His first-
born, the Savior, should come into the
world and take a tabernacle, the Father
came Himself and favored that spirit
with a tabernacle instead of letting any
other man do it. The Savior was begot-
ten by the Father of His spirit, by the
same Being who is the Father of our spir-
its, and that is all the organic difference
between Jesus Christ and you and me.
And a difference there is between our
Father and us consists in that He has
gained His exaltation, and has obtained
eternal lives. The principle of eternal
lives is an eternal existence, eternal du-
ration, eternal exaltation. Endless are
His kingdoms, endless His thrones and
His dominions, and endless are His pos-
terity; they never will cease to multiply
from this time henceforth and forever.

To you who are prepared to enter into
the presence of the Father and the Son,
what I am now telling will eventually be
no more strange than are the feelings
of a person who returns to his father's
house, brethren, and sisters, and enjoys
the society of his old associates, after an
absence of several years upon some dis-
tant island. Upon returning he would
be happy to see his father, his relatives
and friends. So also if we keep the ce-
lestial law when our spirits go to God
who gave them, we shall find that we
are acquainted there and distinctly real-
ize that we know all about that world.

Tell me that you do not know any-
thing about God! I will tell you one thing,
it would better become you to lay your
hands upon your mouths and them in
the dust, and cry, "unclean, unclean."

Whether you receive these things or
not, I tell you them in simplicity. I lay
them before you like a child, because
they are perfectly simple. If you see and
understand these things, it will be by the
Spirit of God; you will receive them by no
other spirit. No matter whether they are
told to you like the thunderings of the
Almighty, or by simple conversation; if
you enjoy the Spirit of the Lord, it will
tell you whether they are right or not.

I am acquainted with my Father. I
am as confident that I understand in
part, see in part, and know and am ac-
quainted with Him in part, as I am that
I was acquainted with my earthly fa-
ther who died in Quincy, Illinois, after we
were driven from Missouri. My recollec-
tion is better with regard to my earthly
father than it is in regard to my heav-
enly Father; but as to knowing of what
species He is, and how He is organized,
and with regard to His existence, I un-
derstand it in part as well as I under-
stand the organization and existence of
my earthly father. That is my opinion
about it, and my opinion to me is just as
good as yours is to you; and if you are of
the same opinion you will be satisfied as
I am.

I know my heavenly Father and Je-
sus Christ whom He has sent, and this is
eternal life. And if we will do as we have
been told this morning, if you will enter
into the Spirit of your calling, into the
principle of securing to yourselves eter-
nal lives, eternal existence, eternal exal-
tation, it will be well with you. But if, af-
ter being put into a carriage and placed
upon the road, after having everything
prepared for the journey that infinite


