PROPHETS WEEP, ETC.

ness, unbelief, and slowness to believe
and act.

You have been taught, all the day
long, that you are in a world of sin; you
have been taught, all your lives, that
the seeds of sin are sown in your mor-
tal bodies; you have been taught that the
spirit warreth against the flesh, and the
flesh against the spirit; that the spirit
of every man and woman that gets into
the celestial kingdom must overcome the
flesh, must war against the flesh until
the seeds of sin that are sown in the
flesh are brought into subjection to the
law of Christ. This has been taught
you, from your youth up. There is not
a society in Christendom but what has
taught these principles, and you have
read them in your Bibles when you were
children. Your mothers taught you that
we were in a world of sin, and that the
enemy of righteousness is all the time
ready and watching to overcome every
individual. You reply at once, "We be-
lieve this doctrine,” and yet, from day
to day, from week to week, from month
to month, from year to year, we go on
as we have. Some will say, "I did give
way to my evil passion yesterday, and
I will give way again today, and I will
let the flesh overcome the spirit. I will
bring my spirit into subjection to my evil
passions and evil influences that the en-
emy of Christ has sown in the human
system. I will let the tongue speak just
what it pleases; I will rail out against
my neighbor; when I get mad I will
blaspheme; I will deceive my brother,
or my neighbor," and thus they bring
the spirit into subjection to the flesh,
until the Lord Almighty will withdraw
the light of truth from those individu-
als, and they are left, if not to aposta-
tize, to deny Joseph as a Prophet, Jesus
Christ as the Savior, and to esteem Holy
Writ and all the revelations from God as
a burlesque. They are left in the dark,
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to welter in sorrow in the flesh, and in
the spirit world they never can be ex-
alted.

Is it, then, any marvel, that those
who dwell in the heavens should weep
over the people? Do you wonder, now,
that the Prophets used to weep over the
people in ancient times? That Joseph
used to weep over the people in his day?
If you do, I do not.

Here is a large number of the Latter-
day Saints situated upon the mountain
tops, and right before each individual
is eternal day or eternal night; eternal
light or eternal darkness; eternal love or
eternal hatred; eternal glory or eternal
misery. This would want a great deal
of explaining, to bring it down to your
capacities, so that you can understand;
but I use one class of these expressions
to convey an idea of the opposite of the
glory prepared for the very people now
before me. The Lord has done every-
thing He can do in justice and in truth;
in His mercy and in His long-suffering
and kindness there is nothing He has
neglected, in order to put into the pos-
session of this people power to secure
to themselves eternal day, eternal peace,
instead of eternal misery. Eternal glory,
happiness, beauty, power, exaltation, ex-
cellency, and every good thing are pre-
pared for the Elders that now sit before
me to enter into the presence of the Fa-
ther and the Son, where they could be
exalted, sit with the Gods, be crowned
with immortality and eternal lives; be-
come the fathers, not only of many na-
tions, but of an endless posterity; be the
framers, not only of a kingdom, but of
an endless chain of kingdoms. Nothing
more can be done, than what has been
done.

How many of those now looking
on me will order their lives so that
they will secure to themselves eter-
nal happiness and exaltation? Do you
think that one half of this congrega-
tion will answer that question? 1 pray



