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understand me, brother Raleigh? [Yes.]

Call upon the High Priests, the Sev-
enties, Elders, Priests, Teachers, and
Deacons, and first cleanse those ruling
members, those that hold the Priest-
hood; and if you find those that de-
serve to be severed from the Church,
sever them. Do not call in the females,
when catechising the males; but when
you have done with them, then call the
females together and talk to them and
show them their duty. And let the heads
of families call their children into their
private rooms and teach them. Do not
make that public, brother Raleigh, which
should be kept private, lest you do more
harm than good. I have not said that you
do so, but I am talking to you for all the
rest of the Bishops, knowing that you are
a man of good order, and one who loves
to carry out things as you are dictated
by the heads of Israel. I know that is
your character, and God Almighty bless
you forever, and every such man. There
are lots of such men, and I wish to God
there were a thousand where there is but
one.

I would go to work and trim up the
Wards in a gentle manner, without mak-
ing such an ungodly stink, without ex-
posing the brethren as Ham did his fa-
ther Noah. Ham's children were cursed
with a skin of blackness, for Ham pulled
the clothing off from his father Noah,
who had drank a little too much wine.
He had not drank any wine for a long
time, as he had been in the ark, and
when he had once more raised grapes,
and made some wine, the old gentle-
man said to his family, come, boys and
girls, let us sit down and take a lit-
tle wine. Many of us might do as
Noah did, were we placed under simi-
lar circumstances. But that poor, lit-
tle, pusillanimous fellow, Ham, after the
old gentleman had drank a little too
much, and, perhaps, it operated upon
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him as an emetic, and he had besmeared
himself a little, pulls off his father's cov-
erlet and exposes him to the whole fam-
ily. That is, probably, just as it was,
only I have told it a little plainer than
it reads. If you find any persons be-
smeared, do not pull off the coverlets and
expose them, lest you take a course to
bring a curse on them by unwisely expos-
ing iniquity.

Take a course to save men, not to kill
them, not to destroy them. Take a course
to save women, not to destroy them, I
mean all the Elders in the house of Is-
rael, Bishops, High Priests, Prophets,
Apostles, Teachers, Evangelists, and ev-
ery member in the Church of God, take
a course to save; and if a man has done
wrong, tell him to do right for the future,
and do a good work, and, peradventure,
God will remit his sins and not require
any more than a lamb, a pigeon, a calf, or
something of that kind, as an atonement.
But He will require a great many heifers
from some of you, and you will find your
houses left unto you desolate. Still, if
God will forgive you, I will, of all the
sins you have committed, if you have not
shed innocent blood, or sinned against
the Holy Ghost. I will forgive you of all
sins that God will forgive you of. God be
merciful to you, and God bless the poor
and honest, and those who are filled with
integrity and virtue, God bless you for-
ever, and you shall be blessed, whether
the rest do right or not. Let us do right,
and the day of deliverance will come, I
know it, and we will be rescued from the
evil that is coming.

Can I preach to you anything bet-
ter than this? I do not know whether
it is plain to your minds or not, is
it brother Wells? [Yes.] I have
been led just as I have, and it has
been on my mind and working with
me for a long time. I know that
our faithful Priests and Bishops under-



