OFFERS OF MERCY, ETC.

not done in a week, nor in a month, but
by a constant series of works and dili-
gence, and that will bring the light of
heaven upon us which has been shut out
from our souls. As you see that some
of our brethren that administer to you
in your wards, increase in the power of
their callings so every man that has a
part in the Priesthood must prevail and
obtain favor with God, and get light in
himself, get rid of his sins, and all his
hardness of heart, for the time is coming
when everything that can be shaken will
be shaken, and we must have this light
and strength within us, or we never shall
stand the times that are yet to try our
souls. Of course when we got dull and
paralyzed, our duties were left for some-
one else to do.

Quorums, families, and individuals
have alike failed to magnify their call-
ings. They have looked over the Teach-
ers, the Bishops and High Councils, and
there was no authority but the First
Presidency that could settle a little fam-
ily dispute; such has been the dullness
of the quorums and the condition of
the people generally that they seemed
lifeless until the Presidency have had
to bear the burdens, discharge the re-
sponsibilities and perform the labors of
nearly every other Quorum and Council
in the Church.

Who is there that has any part of
the Priesthood, and who has received his
endowments but that ought to be able
to administer in his household all those
things which are necessary for life and
salvation? They ought to be ready at all
times to manifest their authority as men
of God, and administer not only to all in
their families but to perform the duties
which they owe to the Church and the
world also.

Surely to say we have been "asleep”
does not tell the condition we were
in, but now, notwithstanding all our
transgressions, backslidings, hardness
of heart, and blindness of mind, "whoso
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confesseth and forsaketh his sins shall
find mercy." What a broad saying it is
of the Prophet Brigham that we shall be
forgiven of all our sins, except such as
cannot be forgiven in this world nor in
that which is to come. What an extent
of kindness and mercy is now revealed
unto us by our Heavenly Father in this
accepted time which is peculiarly a day
of salvation.

I will tell you how I feel about it; I
consider that those who will not make a
thorough work of it and obtain the Holy
Spirit to dwell in them, it will be a hard
case for them ever to find favor with the
Lord.

If you and I and all Israel had lived
up to our privileges what might we have
been able to do for the kingdom? In
purity and in power we could have in-
creased the numbers and strength of it
mightily, we could have had that faith
that one would chase a thousand and
two put ten thousand to flight. It is
a power that will disperse wickedness,
and the words of righteousness will be
felt like the voice of thunders; men have
now got to arouse themselves to activity
and power in works of righteousness and
faith. The First Presidency have been
drawing us too long.

I do not feel to detain you much
longer as brother Kimball and brother
Wells have come in, but will say a few
words more. We have now offered to us
the great and glorious blessings of God's
favor renewed upon us. If we lay hold
of this by faith and obtain the strength
of our calling in the spirit and power
thereof, it seems to me that we shall be
blest far beyond our present or past con-
ceptions. When I think of this I feel like
exhorting the people to take hold and get
the spirit and power of their calling, for
all can plead guilty of neglecting their
duty, if they are not guilty of more and
overt transgressions.

Now if we will do to all as we wish
them to do unto us, we shall be pre-



