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us to occupy time talking about this,
for it is necessary and it has got to be
done. We talk about repenting of our
sins, and I suppose the brethren have
heard a great deal of talk about this, and
hence I say there is no necessity for a
great deal of talk upon this question, for
we call ourselves Saints, the children of
God, but the word has come to us that we
are in sin and transgression.

I want to ask is there any need of
hammering and pounding all the time
in our speeches to convince the people
of this fact? I say there is not. A man
that has any life in him soon catches the
fire of the Almighty when the word of the
Lord comes to his ears, he is waked up,
and like the king of Nineveh, he hum-
bles himself, that peradventure he may
get the Spirit of the Lord bestowed upon
him again.

We have got to attend to our duties,
make use of that intelligence which is
given us, that we may be one with each
other. The High Priesthood have got to
do this, every husband must do this, that
he may be full of the Holy Ghost, that
he may be the means of sanctifying his
wife and his children, and that he may be
an instrument in the hands of the Lord
of extending the kingdom of God, and of
aiding in the accomplishment of His pur-
poses.

When a man is full of sin he is not
capable of lifting his voice to teach his
family. How does a man expect he can
be a Patriarch to a large family when
he is going on in sin and darkness, and
is becoming more blind to the things of
the kingdom? He goes forward and gath-
ers other wives and increases his family,
but how does he expect to teach them
when he is not susceptible of instruc-
tion himself? I tell you he will see the
day when he will be too late and will
have to stand out of the way. A man
has to look well at the foundation upon

which he builds; a man has to look to the
Lord for strength, he has to be purified
and sanctified, and he has to purify those
that are around him, and among that
number will be his one wife, if she is wor-
thy of salvation, and if she is susceptible
of being saved. He must have sufficient
in him of the saving principle to impart
to her, and inasmuch as she can conform
to that, she can thereby become sancti-
fied, and be prepared for an exaltation;
but if he cannot get faith enough to re-
ceive the principles of life and salvation,
so that he can communicate those truths
to others, he may get one wife, and then
he may get another, and after that an-
other, and still another, and then he is
worse off than before, and is no nearer
to the kingdom of God, but much farther
off.

Brethren we have got to think of
these things, and to enter into the prac-
tice of them, and to understand them as
they are, and to acknowledge this one
fact—that we have been slack, negligent,
and in the background, and we must see
this and acknowledge ourselves before
God and our brethren, and walk up to
those principles which are being taught,
and have our religion in practice as well
as in theory.

Men who wish to retain their stand-
ing before God in the Holy Priesthood,
must have the spirit of prophecy, and
be qualified to administer life and sal-
vation to the people: and if they can-
not do it to the world, they must do
it at home, in their families, in their
shops, and in the streets, that their
hearts may be inspired with words of
life at their firesides, in teaching the
Gospel to their children, and to their
neighbors, as much so as when they
are speaking to their brethren from this
stand. This having a little of the Spirit
when before the people and then laying
it aside, will not do. Some men will


