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and there are many who know it; and we
have individuals in this place that were
apostates and treacherous then, and who
did drink and were drunken with the
poor curses that oppressed us. Do they
ever come near me or brother Brigham?
No, not unless they are obliged to. If they
were Saints they would associate with
us, they would come and comfort us and
cheer us up, and with us investigate mat-
ters and try to do us good; but instead
of that, they are with the drunken. Did
you ever see me with such characters, or
hear of my associating with them? No,
never in your lives. God knows that I de-
spise their society. I have been in the
world, through the United States and
Great Britain, and I have plowed and
worked, and God knows that I did abhor
their wickedness.

Who is bearing off the kingdom of
our God? Those who stand right up
breast to breast to those who are lead-
ing this people in the paths of truth.
As brother Hyde has said, those men
will have power, glory, immortality, and
eternal life; and they will increase upon
them as fast as we can lead this people
along. But leading this people is at times
a harder work than drawing a large tree,
top foremost, and yet I know that there
are just as good men and women sitting
here as ever were on this earth, and also
that there is an opposite class.

You talk of angels and ministering
spirits, and let me tell you that they
are ready to abundantly minister to
all who are faithful in their different
callings. And if brother Hyde, who
is the President of the Twelve, and if
the President of the High Priests, the
Presidents of the Seventies, the Patri-
archs, the Bishops and all the officers
of this Church will honor and mag-
nify their respective callings, the spirit
and power of those who have previ-
ously filled those stations with honor, but
who are now behind the veil, will rest

mightily upon them, and they will be-
come a terror to evildoers. If you do
not honor the callings which have been
delivered to you, as the Lord Almighty
lives, you shall be severed from those
callings. For me to speak in this con-
gregation until I am worn out, and still
know that drunkards, whoremongers,
sorcerers, adulterers, gamblers, and ev-
ery species of vile characters are rioting
in our midst, I tell you that I will not en-
dure it any longer. Are they here? Yes,
and the Presidency of the Seventies are
aware of them. Why do you not rise up
and purify your Quorums and bring such
vile persons to justice? If they deserve
severing from this Church, sever them;
if you do not, you Elders will be severed.

Why pursue this course? To cleanse
Israel and qualify and prepare them, for
there is going to be a test, A TEST, A
TEST; and if you do not forsake your
wickedness you will see sorrow, as the
children of Israel did in Jerusalem. Do
you believe it? If you will cleanse your
hearts and purify them, and call on your
God, He will tell you that I speak the
truth. I would not give a dime for all
the learning upon this earth, without it
is devoted to the dictation of the Holy
Ghost. There are a great many learned
men, and they can be used to good ad-
vantage in the kingdom of God, if they
will listen to the dictates of His Spirit.
Yet I would rather take a clean, pure,
white sheet of paper to fill with useful
matter, than to take all old scrapbook al-
ready filled with matter that I did not
want, and undertake to correct that. If
God has a pure heart, like a pure piece
of white paper, He can easily write on it
what He has a mind to.

I want to see every man rise up, in
the name of Elijah's God. I will not
ask you whether you will or not, for
I do not want you to make covenants,
because there are many who make


