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those truths are not specially in force
and brought to bear upon our minds, and
to be carried out in our practice, until
we are fully impressed by that gift of the
Lord God, which we call the Holy Ghost.

When the Spirit of the Lord rests
upon a community, they naturally are in-
clined to feel after the Lord their God,
and they are inclined unto righteous-
ness, and they like the influence of
that Spirit which leads into all truth;
it is sweet and very delicious to them.
But when darkness beclouds the people
in consequence of their transgressions,
they have but little relish for the things
of God; they relish everything else but
the things which pertain to the kingdom
of God on the earth, and the kingdom
of God hereafter. They cannot enjoy the
Gospel as do those who are not in the
dark, for those who are in the light can
appreciate the light they are in the en-
joyment of.

But while people are in the dark, they
do not see the light; their deeds are not
made manifest, for it is the light that
maketh manifest. If a room be dark, the
objects in that room are not discernible,
but when light breaks into the room, the
objects therein can be plainly seen.

We may say the same of the people of
God; when they are in the dark, no dif-
ference how much light they may have
had, if they pass from the light into the
dark, they may remember that they once
saw the light, they do not enjoy the light
because they have passed from light into
darkness, and they do not discern the
objects in themselves. They gradually
are sliding from the law of God, or from
the Church of God, and do not discover
where they are going or what from, from
the fact that they are in the dark, they
cannot see.

But when the light comes they dis-
cover that they are about falling from
a precipice, about plunging into ruin,

about going to destruction; the light
makes this manifest, and they see their
situation.

I have no idea that chastisement from
this stand will increase the darkness,
or aggravate the transgressions of the
people; but if light breaks forth from
any source and reflects upon the peo-
ple, they then see the motes, the beams,
and the dross in themselves. While the
light makes manifest, the Spirit of God
reveals the secrets of the heart, and
makes manifest those dark spots that ex-
ist among the Saints of God.

Some suppose that they can pass by
the Priesthood of God on the earth, and
very lightly esteem the men who hold it.
They think it is not material about of-
fending the Bishops or the presiding El-
ders, or the councils that preside over
them, and no difference, specially, about
brother Brigham, "he is only brother
Brigham, no difference about giving of-
fense to him, or in associating with him."

"We are conscious," says one, "that
we have offended him and many of the
Councils of the Church, but notwith-
standing this, we will go to God and ask
Him, in the name of Jesus Christ, to for-
give us, and we will make it all right be-
tween us and our God; and if we can only
keep the stream pure between us and
our God, no difference whether the water
is dark and turbid between us and His
servants, or not. We can get the Spirit of
God for ourselves, and the blessings we
want we will ask God for, no difference
about offending His Servants."

A great many people actually sup-
pose that they can treat with impunity
the authority of God, and the light of
God, the chain that the Almighty has
let down from heaven to earth, which
we call the Priesthood; that they can
break and insult that chain and tri-
fle therewith, as much as they please,
and when they please, that they can
abuse Jehovah in His power and attri-


