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have been absent from home something
over seven. I have made a good many ac-
quaintances and friends in the old coun-
tries; I have labored with joy in my field
of labor, and God has blessed me. My
heart has been made glad, and I have
been enabled to bless others.

During the last two years, we have
sent out eight thousand Saints; and
nearly double that number have been
added to the Church by baptism in that
country. I fear that I have almost be-
come a stranger in Israel; there are but
few that I am acquainted with here, and
it helps me to appreciate the privilege
of getting home, and of seeing brother
Brigham and Heber, and Jedediah, and
the Saints in Zion.

The Elders that go out to labor in the
world, are from time to time called upon
to measure themselves, and they have
labors and duties laid upon them that no
man can perform, except in the name of
his God. And it behooves every man and
woman to strengthen themselves in the
name of their God continually, to have
their armor on, and keep it bright, as the
President said to us last night; I do not
intend to lay it off.

I thank God for the strength He has
given me among the nations; I praise
His name for these good brethren that
were with me. I never labored with a
company of brethren with more joy, sat-
isfaction, and good cheer; I mean these
brethren who went with me, Joseph A.
Young, William H. Kimball, George D.
Grant, and others. They have been like
the deer on the mountains to carry the
expresses of the Saints, and to render
any and all kinds of help in hard times.
They are men for whom the Lord has
much regard; and though their words
might not come forth in the same smooth
shape as those of some men, yet they
hit as hard when they were called upon
to chastise the wicked; and they also
comforted those that needed comfort.

They took hold with me, shoulder-to-
shoulder. I do not wish to take much
credit to myself, for what I have done
has been accomplished in the name of
the Lord; my brethren out of the Office
and in the Office helping me to their ut-
most. I wonder and am astonished, when
I think of what the Lord has brought His
people through in the last days. What
would have put another people under
ground, they have surmounted by the in-
fluence and power of the Eternal.

Already we are a great people, there
is hardly room for us, yet we are but as a
drop of the bucket to the great work be-
fore us which has yet to be done; and the
more there is accomplished the more we
see there is to do, and doubtless it will
keep on so, worlds without end.

I want to grow up with the Church: it
fills my heart with praise, and melts me
into contrition, when I think I am called
upon to engage in such a work. I wish
to employ all my energies and influence,
everything I can control in its interests.
I ask the Lord to lend me the blessings
and comforts of this life for the time be-
ing, and to inspire me to use them to His
glory, whether it be a family, or earthly
substance.

It is one thing for a man to learn
to live away from home, and to preach
the Gospel and magnify his calling there,
and it is another thing for a man to learn
to live at home, and magnify his calling
here. I want to obtain grace, that I may
magnify my calling at home and away
from home, and I desire the continuation
of your confidence, love and faith, that I
may live and wisely improve upon that
which is not my own; that in the end I
may receive the true riches.

Concerning the handcart companies
this year, it is an experiment. We
cannot yet tell you exactly what it
costs to come through in that way;
but we know that it is going to cost


