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I wish to say to the brethren, as many
as are here today, who have come across
the Plains with the handcarts, that I feel
to bless you, and you may be sure that
you have my best feelings all the time.

While brother Ellsworth was speak-
ing about the Spirit, and the spirits that
were around them, the spirit that he
seemed to have to contend with, and
the spirit that the people had to con-
tend with, I wanted to tell one secret.
While those brethren and sisters were
faltering, and did not know whether to
stop or go along, there was faith in this
valley that bound them to that jour-
ney and they were obliged to perform it,
they could not help performing it. Who
had that faith? The people here; and
the Spirit of the Lord was all the time
prompting them, and the brethren who
led them. They were, as many are now,
they were prompted to do as they did;
they could not do anything else, because
God would not let them do anything else.
The brethren and sisters came across
the Plains because they could not stay;
that is the secret of the movement. But
let the devil have his will, and do you
suppose that any of them could have
crossed the Plains? No, not a person
ever would have started. But they did
start, and they performed the journey.

We are doing a great many things,
and Joseph did a great many things, be-
cause the Spirit of the Lord prompts us
to do them, as it prompted him. Joseph
could not do anything else than what he
did; it is the same with us all the time.
The Lord prompted the handcart compa-
nies all the time, in the midst of their af-
flictions, to prepare for and start upon
their journey, and they only had faith
and power for the day, and on the mor-
row it seemed as though they certainly
had to stop. But when tomorrow came
they had faith and power to perform the
journey of that day, and so they have
been prompted day by day, to this point.

God is at the helm of this great ship,
and that makes me feel good. When I
think about the world, and the enemies
of the cause of God, I care no more about
them than I do for a parcel of musketoes.
All hell may howl, and they may run up
and down the earth and seek whom they
may destroy, but they cannot move the
faithful and pure in heart. Let those apo-
statize who wish to, but God will save all
who are determined to be saved.

Brethren and sisters, I bless you in
the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.


