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brother Ellsworth to address you; and
if any of the other brethren who
have been called upon to come to the
stand, are in the congregation, they

will please come forward, for it is of great
interest to me, to learn something of the
travels of our brethren and sisters.
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I feel very thankful to my Father and
my God in regard to the two handcart
companies that have just come in, led by
brothers Ellsworth and McArthur.

I went out with brother Brigham to
meet those companies, and when within
a mile and a half of the foot of the Lit-
tle Mountain we left the company that
was with us, and drove on until we met
Captain Ellsworth's company. I did not
shed any tears, though I could have done
so, but they would have been tears of joy;
my heart was so full that it was impossi-
ble for a tear to pass it; that is the way
I felt. Why did I have those feelings?
Was it because the company were on foot,
dusty, and pulling handcarts? No, for
I was aware that they had come into
these valleys easier than most, if not all,
other companies. Their task was light
in comparison with that of the pioneers
in 1847, for they had to build bridges,
cross deep and wide rivers upon rafts,
and make hundreds of miles of road, dig-
ging up and throwing out stones and cut-
ting down trees and thick brush.

Brother Mills mentioned in his
song, that crossing the Plains with

handcarts was one of the greatest events
that ever transpired in this Church. I
will admit that it is an important event,
successfully testing another method for
gathering Israel, but its importance is
small in comparison with the visita-
tion of the angel of God to the Prophet
Joseph, and with the reception of the sa-
cred records from the hand of Moroni at
the hill Cumorah.

How does it compare with the vision
that Joseph and others had, when they
went into a cave in the hill Cumorah,
and saw more records than ten men
could carry? There were books piled up
on tables, book upon book. Those records
this people will yet have, if they accept
of the Book of Mormon and observe its
precepts, and keep the commandments.

Again, how does it contrast with
Joseph's being sent forth with his
brethren to search out a location in Jack-
son County, where the New Jerusalem
will be built, where our Father and our
God planted the first garden on this
earth, and where the New Jerusalem
will come to when it comes down from
heaven?

I mention these few things by way


