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what I have heard some of them say.
They could have been here ten days

ago, perhaps twelve, had it not been for
waiting for the teams. If persons have a
journey to perform and can get at rail-
road speed with handcarts, it is better
than to drag along with ox teams.

This is the subject I have on my mind,
and I presume the people feel as I do; it
is an interesting subject, an interesting
event in our history as a people. There
is nothing that can be brought before the
Latter-day Saints of deeper interest than
to know how they can be gathered to-
gether, without so great an expense as
has hitherto attended the gathering.

We know that our sorrows and our
cares in this particular are measurably
at an end if we can avoid buying teams
and expensive outfits to bring the people
here. We have now proved that they can
come pretty much by themselves, work-
ing their way along and drawing their
own provisions, and also their little ones,
and the maimed, and old, and blind. If
any way can be opened for the gathering
together of the poor, it takes off a great
burden and labor from the body of the
people.

It is an interesting subject, and my
feelings are precisely as they have been
all the time. I have believed, and I
believe today, that I can take my own
family, my women and children, across
those Plains, asking no odds of any team
in the world, only what we make our-
selves; and I believe I could beat any
ox train at it. I have always believed
it, I believe it today. I presume my
family would feel, as others feel, that it
is a hard task, a great trial; who can
bear such great afflictions? To have to
walk a thousand miles? Those who get
into the Celestial Kingdom will count
this a very light task in the end, and if
they have to walk thousands of miles,

they will feel themselves happy for the
privilege, that they may know how to en-
joy celestial glory.

I recollect that in my young days, be-
fore I made any profession of religion,
when people were disposed to call me an
infidel (though they did not know what
infidelity was) because I did not believe
in the sectarian religion, I could not see
any utility in it, any further than a moral
character was concerned, yet I believed
the Bible. I felt in those days, after I had
made a profession of religion, that if I
could see the face of a Prophet, such as
had lived on the earth in former times,
a man that had revelations, to whom
the heavens were opened, who knew God
and His character, I would freely circum-
scribe the earth on my hands and knees;
I thought that there was no hardship but
what I would undergo, if I could see one
person that knew what God is and where
He is, what was His character, and what
eternity was; and I presume that the
people feel with regard to religion, to
the doctrine of the Gospel, partially, if
not altogether, as I did. They are very
anxious to know the ways of life, they
want to know the ways of God; they want
to become acquainted with His charac-
ter, to know who He is and what He is.
They want to understand just as they
are directed to understand in the New
Testament, and said to be the words of
the Savior, "this is eternal life, to know
the only living and true God, and Je-
sus Christ whom He hath sent." To know
that God, and to know Jesus, the people
who wish to do right are willing to un-
dergo anything. Those that gather here,
if they will do the best they know, will
know God, and Jesus whom He has sent,
and be as familiar with Him as they can
be with any character whose face they
see not; they can know His character and
understand His ways.

I shall now give way, and call upon


