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And I believe that I should never have
joined any Church had I not heard some
men preach who had the holy Priest-
hood. But when I heard the fulness of
the Gospel, I was greatly blessed in re-
ceiving it, and was filled with joy un-
speakable, and I have never been sorry,
but I have rejoiced all the day long, and
when I saw that train of handcarts, I
thought of the teaching and words of the
old prophet Mason, for he came the near-
est to being a true Prophet of God in his
predictions and works of any man I ever
saw, until I saw men administering in
the holy Priesthood.

He also cast out devils in the name of
Jesus Christ, by the laying on of hands
and the prayer of faith. "But," said he,
"I have no right to administer in the or-
dinances of the Gospel, neither has any
man unless he receives it by revelation
from God out of heaven, as did the an-
cients. But if my family or friends are
sick, I have the right to lay hands upon
them, and pray for them in the name
of Jesus Christ, and if we can get faith
to be healed, it is our privilege; and
I will here say that many were healed
through his faith and prayers, and that,
too, within my knowledge." And when
that first handcart company came into
the city, I, indeed, thought of the old
prophet, for if they did not come with lit-
ters it was as near as possible to it, and
I now believe that from this time forth
handcarts will be used more than horses,
mules, and oxen.

I thank God that I have lived to
see this day and generation, and I pray
God to bless you and me, that we
may do our duty in our families, and

among our friends, and in our neigh-
borhoods, and in every circumstance in
which we are placed. I also feel thankful
to see our brethren and sisters coming
in, and especially the missionaries, for
they have returned filled with the gifts
and powers of the Holy Ghost; it does
my soul good, and I feel to thank God for
these things.

When I came into the Tabernacle, and
saw the offerings that were made, I felt
satisfied that there was an improvement;
and I will say here that whenever the
Prophets who lead us call upon us, we
should be ready and on hand to take hold
of that wheel which he points to and pull,
and when we get the spirit of our call-
ing, and the power of God upon us, the
Church and kingdom will grow. As Pres-
ident Young said, the veil will be rent,
and when the armies of Gog and Magog
arise, they will say, let us not go against
Israel to battle, for her sons are terrible,
and we cannot stand.

If we as a people follow the counsel of
the Presidency of this Church, repent of
our sins, wake up, do our duty, keep on
the armor of righteousness, live our reli-
gion, and are filled with the Holy Ghost,
we shall soon see that sinners in Zion
will tremble, and fearfulness will sur-
prise the hypocrite.

I feel to bless you, brethren and sis-
ters, and pray that we may do our duty
in all things, and ever honor the Priest-
hood, and at last be crowned in the
Church and kingdom of God; I ask it in
the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.


