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when they should be upon the Lord and
the building up of His kingdom? And
as long as the angels are ready to write
down our actions, and the Spirit of God
is taken away from the nations of the
earth, and they are filled with wicked-
ness and abominations of every kind,
and the judgments of God are ready to
fall upon the earth, for "Hell has en-
larged herself, and the pomp and glory
of the world will descend into it." And
where should men be awake if not here
in Zion?

It is our duty, brethren, to live in that
way and manner before our God, that we
will find no difficulty in administering in
any of the ordinances of the kingdom of
God; we should live so that the spirit and
power of the Holy Ghost will rest down
upon us; we should humble ourselves be-
fore the Lord in our closets, and live day
by day, so that we can know what is right
and what is wrong, and when the Presi-
dency give us any instruction or charge,
to live so that we will be ready to follow
their counsel.

I believe that the majority of the peo-
ple are ready to wake up; I believe that
they already begin to feel the reforma-
tion spirit in them, and it is certainly
time, for there are great events at our
door, and I likewise feel that we will have
as much labor upon our hands as we will
be able to perform; it is a great and an
important day that we live in, and when
we look upon the work of the Lord as El-
ders, as High Priests, as Seventies, and
as men should who bear the Priesthood,
we should never be asleep, but be ever
ready to do the work of God, and to build
up His kingdom, for the day is now come
when we must awake and become the
friends of God; we must not allow any-
thing to stand between us and our God,
or we shall be cut off.

There has been a great deal among
us which has been wrong, and for

which we have been reproved, and will
not hand the garments to my neighbor,
but I will give everyone their due, and
take that portion to myself which be-
longs to me. It has been a custom at
times when reproofs have been given,
and the garment would fit a man, to
hand it to his neighbor, but I know that
but few of us will escape.

I know that I can take the reproof to
myself, and I consider that it is one of
the greatest victories for a man to gain,
to learn how to control himself. Show
me a man that does control himself and
I will show you a safe man; or a man
that has prepared himself by this prin-
ciple is on the road to salvation. A man
that is prepared to lay all that he hath
upon the altar, and his life with it, for the
Gospel's sake and the kingdom of God,
is in the right way, but the moment that
we teach a doctrine that we do not prac-
tice we show our weakness. The moment
a man or a woman becomes angry they
show a great weakness, and so it is with
any of us when we do anything wrong.

I feel, as President Young said, that
our Father in heaven is touched with
the feelings of our infirmities, and when
I have looked at the magnitude of the
work, and the nature of our Priest-
hood, and the authority and responsibil-
ity which rests upon us and upon all the
hosts of Israel, I have felt oftentimes to
mourn and weep over the passions and
follies to which man is subject in this life.

If men could see and understand
their relationship to God, and the posi-
tion they occupy, they would not see one
moment of their lives that they would de-
sire to do a wrong thing, but they would
pursue a straightforward course, they
would avoid all kinds of evil words and
improper expressions.

What was intended by the establish-
ment of the Gospel of Jesus Christ?


