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by the Spirit and power of God, and our
safety and salvation lies in obeying that
counsel and putting it into practice. We
should learn to listen to the operation
and manifestation of the Spirit of Truth.

When President Young launched
forth into the wilderness, leading the pi-
oneer camp to seek a new location and
home as a resting place for the Saints,
there were many men that felt as though
it was a wild speculation, they thought it
was taking a stand that was dangerous,
but were they men of faith? They might
well feel so if they had not the Spirit of
God, but all those that were governed
and controlled by the right spirit, felt as
he did, and that God was leading him,
and that he would lead the people right;
and it is so with the handcart trains.

We should learn a lesson by this
handcart operation as we should by ev-
ery other operation of the servants of
God. I know how it looks to the Saints,
but "Mormonism" to men that have not
the Spirit of God is a great mystery and a
strange work indeed, they do not under-
stand the ways or work of God; it looks to
them like leading the people to destruc-
tion; but in all cases where destruction
comes in all ages of the world, it is where
the counsels of the Prophets of God are
not fully carried out, but where the peo-
ple deviate in some measure from their
counsel. And this was fully manifest in
the days of the ancient Prophets as well
as in our day.

The word of the Lord and the
words of His servants have been proved
many times, and that before our eyes;
our leaders were led by the Spirit
of God, and I can bear testimony
that our Prophets and leaders have
the Spirit of the Lord, and they are
clothed upon with the holy Priest-
hood of God, and all the powers and
keys thereof, and with the holy anoint-
ing, and are fully authorized and qua-

lified to build up the kingdom of God
upon the earth; they are inspired by the
very same spirit that the ancients were;
they want to build up the kingdom of
God, this is their object.

When I saw brother Ellsworth come
into this city covered with dust and
drawing a handcart, I felt that he had
gained greater honor than the riches of
this world could bestow, and he looked
better to me than he would have done
had he been clothed with the most costly
apparel that human ingenuity can pro-
duce; he looked better, I say, to me, than
a man adorned with jewels and finery of
every description. The honor any man
can obtain by his faithfulness in this
cause and kingdom is worth far more
than all the honors and riches of the
world.

The Elders of this Church have been
inspired while on their missions abroad
among the nations of the earth; they
have had the Spirit of the Lord, and they
have borne it forth among the people,
and we can see the spirit by which they
have been governed in their works. I
feel thankful that the Lord has heard
our prayers in their behalf, for these
men have been remembered; there has
not been a prayer offered up by a man
or a woman in Israel who have enjoyed
the Spirit of the Lord, but they have of-
fered their prayers and exercised their
faith in behalf of and in favor of those
men; they have prayed for the "hand-
cart company," that they might be strong
and be able to perform their duties, and
we have prayed that they might be pre-
served from cholera, from sickness, and
from the power of the destroyer; and
these prayers have ascended up on high
and entered into the ears of the God
of Sabaoth, and our brethren have felt
the power of them; they felt, as brother
Ellsworth said he felt, viz., that they had
the prayers and faith of their friends in
Zion.


