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notwithstanding the hindrance by the
baggage wagons. If brother Willie's com-
pany could have had their provisions de-
posited at Laramie and at Green River,
and had been free from wagons, they
would have been in this valley by the
time they were in the storms.

We are not in the least discouraged
about the handcart method of travel-
ing. As to its preaching a sermon to
the nations, as has been remarked, they
are preached pretty nigh to destruction
already. We do not care whether the
handcart scheme preaches to them, or
whether it be by the teachings of the El-
ders of Israel. They are so bound up with
their friends and so priest-ridden, that
they cannot burst through those chains;
and they will have to remain so until Je-
sus devises some other means to save
them, for the great majority will not hear
and obey.

There are a few who are sufficiently
independent to obey the truth when they
hear it. We will gather them up, and let
the devils howl and let all hell be moved
in striving to overthrow this people. We
will gather the faithful, God being our
helper, and we do not care whether the
rest hear and believe or not. The sound
of the Gospel has gone to the uttermost
parts of the earth, as I have told you
already; and I know not a people, and
hardly a nation, but what it makes them
quake from center to circumference. If
they do not believe the sound that has
gone forth, let them disbelieve; we ask
no odds of them.

We do not expect that all the peo-
ple will believe, and wickedness will
increase while the Saints are gather-
ing together. If those who profess
to know what right is, will do right
and live to the Gospel of Christ which
they understand, there is no danger
but what the elect will be saved, and
that the devil cannot get them. All

that Jesus designs to save he will save;
all that are disposed to believe and obey,
he is disposed to save, and will do it. And
those that will falter and hearken to the
teachings and seductions of the world,
the flesh, and the devil, he can save upon
the principles he has established.

Men act upon their own agency; we
do not expect that those who will not
hearken and obey will be saved by the
Gospel; and many that obey the first
principles of the Gospel will not live their
religion.

Let this people live their religion
here. We cry to you all the time to live
your religion. Let every man and woman
forsake their evil ways, and turn unto
the Lord with all their hearts, that He
may have mercy on us, that the light
may shine, and the nations feel its in-
fluence, and the honest in heart rejoice
therein and be gathered to Zion.

As I told the brethren the other
evening, if the candle of the Almighty
does not shine from this place, you need
not seek for light anywhere else. If
this people have not the light and power
of God with them, the Elders that go
forth cannot have the light and enjoy the
power that we do not have here; they
must be lower than we are; they cannot
attain to the light that we can here.

Shall we forsake our wickedness? I
say, thank God, that I see a spirit of
repentance in a degree; but I want to
see so thorough a reform that sin and
wickedness will be done away. Live your
religion; that tells the whole story. If
you live your religion you have the Holy
Ghost in you, it abides with you; you
shun evil, and put forth your energies to
do all the good you can; you will refrain
from everything that is evil, and do ev-
erything you can to promote the cause of
God on the earth.

It is all embraced in the three words,
live your religion; that is what I wish


