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have been afflicted and driven. What can
we expect from those people? Anything
but hell out of doors?

Not long since I was talking with
one of the brethren, who has crossed
the Plains this season, in regard to the
propriety of companies starting so late.
He argued that it was far better for the
Saints to be striving with all their might,
doing all they could to serve the Lord
and keep His commandments, and trav-
eling the road to Zion with intent to build
it up and establish the kingdom of God
on earth, even though they should lay
down their lives by the way, than to stop
among the Gentiles and apostates. I
told him it was a good argument, though
it was not exactly according to the will
of the people and the will of the Lord,
for He wishes to throw temptation and
trial before His people, to prove them
preparatory to their eternal exaltation;
consequently, if the people have not an
opportunity of proving themselves before
they die, by the ruler of their faith and
religion, they cannot expect to attain to
so high a glory and exaltation as they
could if they had been tried in all things.
Yet I believe it is better for the people
to lay down their bones by the wayside,
than it is for them to stay in the States
and apostatize.

I told the Elder that his argument
seemed reasonable, but it made me think
of the story about a Roman Catholic
priest and a Jew. The priest was cross-
ing on the ice, and on his way found a
Jew, who had fallen through an air hole,
clinging to the edge of the ice, and un-
able to get out. He begged of the priest
to help him out, but he would not, un-
less he first professed a belief in Jesus
Christ. "I cannot," said the Jew. "Then
I will let you down," replied the priest,
and let go of him. Still clinging to the
ice, as the priest was about to leave,
he again begged him to pull him out.

"I cannot, unless you believe in Christ."
"I cannot believe," said the Jew, and the
priest let him go again. At length the
Jew said, "Take me out, I do believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ with all my
might." "Do you?" said the priest, "then
I think it is best to save you, while you
are a Christian and strong in the faith,"
and he shoved him under the ice.

If we could have it so, I would a little
rather the Saints could be privileged to
come here and serve the Lord, or aposta-
tize, as they might choose, for we surely
expect to gather both the good and the
bad. You recollect what I told you, last
Sabbath, that we can beat the world at
anything. If brother Willie has brought
in some of the sharks, the garfish, the
sheepheads, and so on and so forth, it
is all right, for we need them to make
up the assortment; as yet, I do not know
how we could get along without them; all
these kinds seem to be necessary.

I have seriously reflected upon the
gathering of the people. They have all
the time urgently pled and importuned
to be gathered, especially from the old
countries where they are so severely op-
pressed; and they are willing to come on
foot and pull handcarts, or to do any-
thing, so they can be gathered with the
Saints. Well, we do gather them, and
where do many of them go? To the devil.

In Nauvoo we had obligations, to
an amount exceeding $30,000, against
Saints that we had brought from Eng-
land with our private means; and there
is not to exceed two, of all the persons
thus brought out, who have honorably
come forward to pay one cent of that out-
lay in their behalf; and some of them
were in the mob when it killed Joseph.

I knew all the time that it was
better for many of these persons to
stop in England and starve to death,


