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in some class meeting, or ward meeting,
and give the interpretation of tongues,
or relate some remarkable dream or vi-
sion. I noticed another thing in this
Tabernacle. When it was first completed,
brother Brigham wanted a certain num-
ber of seats reserved for his family. Now,
would you believe that some of the most
pious old ladies and sisters in the Church
would be at the four doors of this Taber-
nacle by seven o'clock in the morning,
that they might crowd into seats re-
served for the President's family and
crowd them out. Those are professedly
the most pious among us; bless you, they
are professedly just as full of religion as
they can be.

I wish to see people come to meeting
right and in order; to do so they must be
right at home, they must be right all the
while.

I seriously question, when some peo-
ple are baptized, whether they do not
come out of the water the same poor mis-
erable devils as they went in.

There must be a foundation in the
people, the right standard in the breast,
and that must be inherent in the people
more or less, or else our professions are
in vain. I, therefore, want every person
to leave the bread in the salvers, and the
water in the cups, and not partake of the
sacrament, unless they are right. I want
every thief, and every unrighteous per-
son to let the bread alone.

If T could have one prayer effectu-
ally answered forthwith, it would put a
stop to a great many evils in Israel, to
say the least of it. But as the work of
reformation increases among the people,
our President says, and it is so, that we
may look for the workings of an opposite
power. The solution he gave last night,
in the High Priest's Quorum, is the best
explanation that I have heard concern-
ing the fogs that we have felt for some
time past. The principle was this, that as
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we advance in the light and in the
truth, the arch adversary and his asso-
ciates will make a corresponding effort
to darken our minds and becloud our at-
mosphere, and thereby throw us into the
fog.

I am aware that we have only a few
among us but what feel determined to
reform; the great majority wish to live
their religion, and I am glad of it. I be-
lieve that the majority of this congrega-
tion that are here today actually intend
to do right. Now do not let the devil cheat
you; and if the devil marshals his forces
against you and beclouds your minds,
tell him that you are serving the God of
Israel. If you are in the dark and cannot
get light, keep a firm hold on the foun-
dation of truth, and be determined not to
be jostled off it.

Brother Kimball frequently alludes to
discords in families. I was listening, as I
came along the street, to a Bishop who
spoke of discord in a certain family in
his Ward. The person he alluded to has
but one wife and is said to be a fine man,
and his wife is said to be a fine woman,
and of good parentage. They have some
five promising children, but that woman
wants to forsake her husband and go to
her father.

You may sum up the difficulties in
families throughout the country, and you
will find ten to one more jars in families
where there is but one wife, than in fam-
ilies where there are a number.

I believe there has been a disposition,
on the part of some men and women to
break the strong tie that ought to bind
families together, but I do not believe
they will accomplish much. I look for
our relations to be permanent and the
institutions of the Church to be eternal,
because they are perfectly right; I now
refer more particularly to our family or-
ganizations. But there is more or less
discord in families, I would like it to



