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Do you not know that if a good person
is guilty of committing a crime he thinks
that everybody knows it, and is ready to
confess here, and there, and everywhere
he has an opportunity?

I do not want to know anything about
the sins of this people, at least no more
than I am obliged to. If persons lose con-
fidence in themselves, it takes away the
strength, faith and confidence that oth-
ers have in them; it leaves a space that
we call weakness. If you have committed
a sin that no other person on the earth
knows of, and which harms no other
one, you have done a wrong and sinned
against your God, but keep that within
your own bosom, and seek to God and
confess there, and get pardon for your
sin.

If children have sinned against their
parents, or husbands against their
wives, or wives against their husbands,
let them confess their faults one to an-
other and forgive each other, and there
let the confession stop; and then let them
ask pardon from their God. Confess your
sins to whoever you have sinned against,
and let it stop there. If you have com-
mitted a sin against the community, con-
fess to them. If you have sinned in your
family, confess there. Confess your sins,
iniquities, and follies, where that confes-
sion belongs, and learn to classify your
actions.

Suppose that the people were to get
up here and confess their sins, it would
destroy many innocent persons. Does
Texas know about it? No, nor you about
one another, if you will be wise and con-
fess your wrongs where they ought to
be confessed, and keep the knowledge of
them from every person it ought to be
kept from. In this way you will have
strength against the enemy, who would
otherwise buffet you and say, "Here is
your wickedness made manifest," and
would overcome you and destroy all

the confidence you have in yourselves
and in your God.

If the Lord has confidence in you,
preserve it, and take a course to pro-
duce more. If the Lord had a people on
the earth that He had perfect confidence
in, there is not a blessing in the eter-
nities of our God, that they could bear
in the flesh, that He would not pour out
upon them. Tongue cannot tell the bless-
ings the Lord has for a people who have
proved themselves before Him.

That we may have confidence in Him,
and He in us, let us take a course to cre-
ate it, that He may open the heavens and
pour upon us the blessings and power of
the Holy Ghost.

Fathers, reflect for yourselves. Sup-
pose that a father had thirty thou-
sand dollars to distribute among three
of his boys, and that one of them was
a spendthrift who would prodigally sow
his share to the four winds, and cause
his wife and children to come on his fa-
ther for support. Would that father have
confidence to bestow ten thousand dol-
lars on his spendthrift son? No, but he
would deal it out to that son's wife and
children as they might need, and the rest
he would preserve for him to another
time. Our Father has to deal in that
manner with us, for He has not confi-
dence to know that we will do the things
we ought and economize His blessings, if
He should bestow them upon us.

We are like children who want the
looking-glass to play with, and who cry
for the sharp razor and for the moon they
see reflected in the water, desiring them
for playthings. Let us take such a course
that God will have confidence in us, and
then we shall receive all we need, all we
desire and ask for.

Take a wise course; do not be
foolish. I want you to reform, for
there is need of it; though the world


