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This people are this day deprived of
thousands of acres of wheat that would
have been sowed by this time, had it not
been for the misconduct of our immigra-
tion affairs this year, and we would have
had an early harvest, but now we may
have to live on roots and weeds again be-
fore we get the wheat. I look at this mat-
ter as plainly as I do upon your faces. I
have a philosophical forecast, and I do
know the results of men's work; I know
what the conduct of this people will pro-
duce in their future life. If I have not this
power naturally, God has surely given it
to me.

Well, what shall be done? Why, we
must bear it. The Elders east fancy that
they know more about what is wanted
here than we do, and we have to bear it.
Let me have had the dictation of the em-
igration from Liverpool, and I could have
brought many more persons here, and at
a cost of not more than from three to five
dollars of what it has now cost, provided
I could have dictated matters at every
point. That is not boasting; I only want
to tell you that I know more than they
know. But what have we to do now? We
have to be compassionate, we have to be
merciful to our brethren.

Here is brother Franklin D. Richards
who has but little knowledge of busi-
ness, except what he has learned in
the Church; he came into the Church
when a boy, and all the public busi-
ness he has been in is the little he has
done while in Liverpool, England; and
here is brother Daniel Spencer, brother
Richards' First Counselor and a man of
age and experience, and I do not know
that I will attach blame to either of
them. But if, while at the Missouri
River, they had received a hint from
any person on this earth, or if even a
bird had chirped it in the ears of broth-
ers Richards and Spencer, they would
have known better than to rush men,

women, and children on to the prairie
in the autumn months, on the third of
September, to travel over a thousand
miles. I repeat that if a bird had chirped
the inconsistency of such a course in
their ears, they would have thought and
considered for one moment, and would
have stopped those men, women, and
children there until another year.

If any man or woman complains of
me or of my Counselors, in regard to the
lateness of some of this season's immi-
gration, let the curse of God be on them
and blast their substance with mildew
and destruction, until their names are
forgotten from the earth. I never thought
of my being accused of advising or hav-
ing anything to do with so late a start.
The people must know that I know how
to handle money and means, and I never
supposed that anybody had a doubt of it.
It will cost this people more to bring in
those companies from the Plains, than it
would to have seasonably brought them
from the outfitting point on the Missouri
River. I do not believe that the biggest
fool in the community could entertain
the thought that all this loss of life, time,
and means, was through the misman-
agement of the First Presidency.

I know how to dictate affairs; and
no man need to have walked in dark-
ness touching his duty with regard to
the foreign immigration. You can read
their duty in our epistles, letters, and
sermons; and what is the purport of
those documents, on this point? That
we are new settlers in a wild and un-
inhabited country, and are thrown upon
our own resources; that we need all our
teams and means to prepare for those
persons who are coming, instead of crip-
pling us by taking our bread, men, and
teams, and going out to meet them. And
if the present system continues, this
people will be found like the Kilkenny
cats, which eat up each other clear to


