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True we have more wives than one,
and what of that? They have their scores
of thousands of prostitutes, we have
none. But polygamy they are uncon-
stitutionally striving to prevent: when
they will accomplish their object is not
for me to say. They have already pre-
sented a resolution in Congress that no
man, in any of the Territories of the
United States, shall be allowed to have
more than one wife, under a penalty not
exceeding five years imprisonment, and
five hundred dollars fine. How will they
get rid of this awful evil in Utah? They
will have to expend about three hundred
millions of dollars for building a prison,
for we must all go into prison. And af-
ter they have expended that amount for
a prison, and roofed it over from the sum-
mit of the Rocky Mountains to the sum-
mit of the Sierra Nevada, we will dig
out and go preaching through the world.
(Voice on the stand: what will become of
the women, will they go to prison with
us?) Brother Heber seems concerned
about the women's going with us; they
will be with us, for we shall be here to-
gether. This is a little amusing.

Brother Robbins, in his remarks,
said that the Constitution of the United
States forbids making an ex post facto
law. The presenting of the resolution al-
luded to shows their feelings, they wish
the Constitution out of existence, and
there is no question but that they will get
rid of it as quickly as they can, and that
would be by ex post facto law, which the
Constitution of the United States strictly
forbids.

Brother Robbins also spoke of what
they term the "nigger drivers and nig-
ger worshippers," and observed how
keen their feelings are upon their fa-
vorite topic slavery. The State of New
York used to be a slave State, but
there slavery has for some time been
abolished. Under their law for abol-
ishing slavery the then male slaves

had to serve until they were 28 years old,
and if my memory serves me correctly,
the females until they were 25, before
they could be free. This was to avoid
the loss of, what they called, property in
the hands of individuals. After that law
was passed the people began to dispose
of their blacks, and to let them buy them-
selves off. They then passed a law that
black children should be free, the same
as white children, and so it remains to
this day.

But at the time that slavery was
tolerated in the northern and eastern
States, if you touched that question it
would fire a man quicker than anything
else in the world; there was something
very peculiar about it, and it is so now.
Go into a slave State and speak to a man
on the subject, even though he never
owned a slave, and you fire up his feel-
ings in defense of that institution; there
is no other subject that will touch him
as quickly. They are very tenacious
and sensitive on those points, and the
North are becoming as sensitive as the
South. The North are slow and consid-
erate; they have their peculiar customs;
and are influenced by the force of edu-
cation, climate, &c., in a manner which
causes them to think twice before they
act; and often they will think and speak
many times before they act. The spirit of
the South is to think, speak, and act all
at the same moment. This is the differ-
ence between the two people.

Matters are coming to such a point,
the feelings of both parties are aroused
to that degree, that they would as soon
fight as not. But I do not wish to speak
any longer in that strain, though, if you
want to know what I think about the
question, I think both parties are decid-
edly wrong.

It is not the prerogative of the Pres-
ident of the United States to med-
dle with this matter, and Congress
is not allowed, according to the Con-


