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community, all right, but I cannot see
any good resulting from it.

I can see no good accruing to this com-
munity in maintaining a divided inter-
est; our interest must be one through-
out, in order to produce the good we de-
sire. Many are distrustful in the provi-
dences of God; they profess faith enough
to have the Lord extract a cancer from
their flesh, or drive a fever from them,
though they would not do a single thing
for themselves; yet if they have a few
bushels of grain, or five dollars, and you
touch that, you touch the apple of their
eye. You will run counter to the feelings
of "here is my individual family, my indi-
vidual substance, my individual habita-
tion, and my individual property that I
have gathered together; it is all my own,
it is not yours."

I know that there is great liberal-
ity among this people, and on the other
hand there is much liberality like this,
though I do not know that I can fully ex-
plain it to you, but I will try. A few years
ago we wished to drive all the cattle not
needed here, so as to leave the feed for
our milk cows, and there was not a man
who was not heart and hand for the pol-
icy. When the time came to gather up
the cattle, every man said to his neigh-
bor, "This is one of the best possible plans
for our stock, now you drive off your cat-
tle," so each man said to his neighbor,
and thought to himself "mine will have a
better chance." And in the matter of fenc-
ing, each one says to his neighbor, "You
put up a good fence round your garden
and herd your cattle," at the same time
intending to let his own run at large.
These few instances explain the feelings
and conduct of some, and in what man-
ner they are liberal.

I again say that I do not wish any
to take chastisement but those who
need it, though most of the people
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are generally so righteous and liberal
that they give over every part of it to
their neighbors; they consider that none
of it belongs to them. Some are so lib-
eral that they will pick up my cattle
on the range and butcher them, say-
ing, "There is nothing here belonging to
brother Brigham, nor to anybody else, it
is the Lord's, and I will have a little beef."

I wish the people to understand that
they have no interest apart from the
Lord our God. The moment you have a
divided interest, that moment you sever
yourselves from eternal principles.

It is reported that many are going
away; I say, gentlemen and ladies, you
who wish to go to California, or to the
States, go and welcome; I had rather you
would go than stay. I wish every one to
go who prefers doing so, and if they will
go like gentlemen, they go with my best
feelings; but if they go like rascals and
knaves, they cannot have them. I have
never requested but two things of those
who leave, namely, to pay their debts and
not steal; that is all that I have required
of them. Go about your business, for I
would rather you would go than stay.

The moment a person decides to leave
this people, he is cut off from every object
that is durable for time and eternity, and
I have told you the reason why. Every-
thing that is opposed to God and His Son
Jesus Christ, to the celestial kingdom
and to celestial laws, those celestial laws
and beings will hold warfare with, until
every particle of the opposite is turned
back to its native element, though it
should take millions and millions of ages
to accomplish it. Christ will never cease
the warfare, until he destroys death and
him that hath the power of it. Every
possession and object of affection will
be taken from those who forsake the
truth, and their identity and existence



