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and obedience, for being more happy
than other people. We have not the facil-
ities that the people of many other cities
and parts of the earth possess; indeed,
we are deprived of many of the comforts
and luxuries which many enjoy in other
climes. But suppose we are, did we come
here for them? Were they the grand ob-
ject of our leaving our native soil? Was
this the view we had when we left Eu-
rope, the United States, or any other
part of the earth, or the islands of the
sea? Did we come here to obtain a bet-
ter farm, to obtain the luxuries of life?
If this was the object of our pursuit, we
have certainly been mistaken.

It is possible that some may have
been tempted, as they were in the days of
Jesus, by the loaves and fishes; but those
who understood the truth, and compre-
hended and loved virtue, had no such
idea. They understood that the Gospel
of the Son of God, proclaimed and taught
by the proper officers, had been brought
unto them, and that the scepter of life
had been held out to them. And may
we not, as Saints of God, rejoice that we
have found and received the truth, that
we have tasted of its sweetness, and that
it has made us happy.

It matters not whether you dwell
in Great Salt Lake City, or in the dif-
ferent settlements of this territory, or
whether you are associated with those
that are following some special branch
of mechanism, if you have the princi-
ples of eternal life, the gift of the Holy
Ghost, the will of the Lord, the power
of God within you, for then you will
be contented. On the other hand, if
you have not the principles that come
from Heaven, though you may have rich
soil to cultivate, and splendid houses to
dwell in, though you may be connected
with wealthy and influential families,
and possess choice localities in a pow-
erful state, you are not happy, you are
not contented, for there is a vacuum
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where the principles of life should be,
and gold and silver will not fill it and sat-
isfy the cravings within.

Some people act as if they looked for
this city to be like the various other cities
of the earth, and if they do not pros-
per as well as they think they ought,
they turn round upon us as though this
world's goods were the primary object of
their coming here. I admit that Heaven
has seen fit to give us many of the com-
forts of life, but the primary object of our
coming here was not to obtain more de-
sirable temporal blessings, or to obtain
more gold or silver. This was not our
view, but we came here to do the will
of our Father; and we built houses, laid
out farms and went to work as we would
elsewhere, but these things did not in-
duce us to come here. When we enlisted
in the covenant of the everlasting Gospel
of Jesus Christ, our object was to attain
eternal life; the object of our coming here
was to please our God.

We did not merely have the Bible cir-
culated among us; Joseph Smith did not
merely tell us that he was a mission-
ary sent to proclaim that which was pro-
claimed and believed in the Garden of
Eden, or the testimony that was given
to Noah before the flood; or that he was
sent simply to bring the books of Moses
with the writings of the ancient Apos-
tles and Prophets; or alone to inform
us of the works of Jesus Christ when
upon the earth. This was not alone the
work of the Prophet, but it was that
he had received a commission from the
Almighty, that he had been ordained by
Peter, James and John, who were sent
unto him as messengers or ministers
from the heavens with proper authority,
and had given him the legal authority of
God—for what? To build up the kingdom
of God upon the earth, to organize it and
set it in order, and to ordain proper offi-
cers to execute the law. This Apostle of



