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ceive sufficient instruction, the Elders
laid their hands upon them in the name
of Jesus Christ, and they could receive
their blessings; and the Elders confirmed
upon them the gift of the Holy Ghost,
and the power thereof. And, by and by,
many others were ordained to holy and
important callings, and were anointed to
take part in the work, and partake of the
power of the holy Priesthood after the or-
der of the Son of God, and it is this power
that unites us together in one. The world
do not believe this I am aware.

It is really so long since I was among
the sectarian world, that I had almost
forgotten that I was a sectarian of any
kind, and that I was a political partisan
of any kind. I have been so long removed
from those scenes which characterize the
numerous parties of the world, I had al-
most forgotten whether there was a whig
or democratic party, or whether parties
existed; I say, I had almost forgotten
whether I had ever belonged to any sect
or party, and I had almost forgotten my
nationality. It is true that I do not speak
a different language from what I did in
the world, but I had almost forgotten
that, but I feel that I am with the Priest-
hood, and with all good men, I am one
with them, to be used nationally, polit-
ically, morally, and religiously, to hold
fast our faith, to build up a righteous
people from every country, to preach and
establish righteousness, and union, and
peace, to all people in every country, for
the benefit of all men that will obey it,
without regard to persons.

Well now, this, so far as I can tell
it in a few words, is the great secret,
or one secret out of the great mys-
tery, or rather one mystery out of an-
other, which exists in the minds of the
people, that do not know it. How is
it that this people, that are come up
of so many parties, and tongues, and

people, and creeds, are measurably be-
come one in faith and spirit? And what is
further to increase in them this oneness?
Being careful to live to our righteous re-
ligion, and to do right continually so that
we become one in heart and mind. We
are required to overcome our faults, and
be careful to increase in and learn the
truth, and put in practice, and to pray
for the Holy Spirit of promise, and to
be careful to keep the commandments of
God, careful to do nothing to our neigh-
bors, but what I would have them do un-
der the like circumstances and be per-
fectly willing for them to do to me.

By adopting these means we are sure
to progress in that oneness, and in that
union nationally, religiously, politically
and socially, and in every way to learn
to cooperate, and to be more and more
in the spirit, one in heart and in mind.
Well, then, a great reward lies before us
upon conditions of obedience, but there
is still a mighty work to be done. I have
taken but little praise for what has been
done, though much has been done, still
much remains to be done, not only to con-
vert the honest in heart, but to build up
cities, and make farms. We have much
to do with each other in order to bring
us into union more perfectly as fami-
lies and communities, as we will have to
form ourselves and be prepared to form
a more intimate union with the powers
that have gone before us, even the pow-
ers of heaven, because there is a work to
be done, and we have been called to help
to do it. We are called upon not to do
it alone, for the Prophets that have gone
before us, that have fallen martyrs to it,
are to help in the work.

We have never said that we would
do it alone; but rather that the pow-
ers of the heavens that have gone
before us and been perfected in the
same Gospel, were engaged in it, and



