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pecially those who have been in the
Church so long, and who know so much
about the kingdom of God, they ought to
know a little more about the families re-
siding in their Wards, and not quite so
much about the kingdom, if they can-
not understand both at the same time.
I very well know that they have their
own families to take care of, and that
they are allowed nothing for their ser-
vices. That is partly why we have been
appointing some new Bishops. I want
men to act as Bishops who are smart
enough to take care of themselves, and
at the same time magnify their calling;
and if we do not find them to be honest
we mean to appoint other persons, and
to continue so doing until that Quorum
is filled with honest men. I am sorry to
say that we have proven a few Bishops
dishonest. Perhaps some of the Bishops
here, or of those who live in other parts
of the Territory, will say, "It comes very
hard, brother Brigham, for you to make
such a statement as that, and not point
out the dishonest person; the people may
think that you mean me." You are the
very ones I mean, if your consciences ac-
cuse you, for if you are not guilty you
care not for such a statement, as your
consciences are clear and you are not ac-
cused, therefore I mean those who say,
"This is hard."

Do you wish me to explain myself? I
have proof ready to show that Bishops
have taken in thousands of pounds in
weight of tithing which they have never
reported to the General Tithing Office.
We have documents to show that Bish-
ops have taken in hundreds of bushels
of wheat, and only a small portion of it
has come into the General Tithing Office;
they stole it to let their friends speculate
upon. If anyone is doubtful about this,
will you not call on me to produce my
proof before a proper tribunal? I should
take pleasure in doing so, but we pass
over such things in mercy to the people.
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Will you repent of your sins, and go to
and do that which you know you ought
to do, without being commanded of the
Lord, and thus be compelled to do it,
or be damned? Will you live so as to
know the voice of the Good Shepherd
when you hear it, or are you determined
to live so as not to know the difference
between that voice and the voice of a
stranger? In this I fear for the people.
I have explained and commented upon
these seemingly small items, though in
reality they are of much importance.

Chemists who are familiar with ana-
lyzing matter, inform you that the globe
we inhabit is composed of small parti-
cles, so small that they cannot be seen
with the unaided natural eye, and that
one of these small particles may be di-
vided into millions of parts, each part so
minute as to be undiscernible by the aid
of the finest microscopes. So the walk of
man is made up of acts performed from
day to day. It is the aggregate of the acts
which I perform through life that makes
up the conduct that will be exhibited in
the day of judgment, and when the books
are opened, there will be the life which I
have lived for me to look upon, and there
also will be the acts of your lives for you
to look upon. Do you not know that the
building up of the kingdom of God, the
gathering of Israel, is to be done by lit-
tle acts? You breathe one breath at a
time; each moment is set apart to its act,
and each act to its moment. It is the mo-
ments and the little acts that make the
sum of the life of man. Let every second,
minute, hour, and day we live be spent in
doing that which we know to be right.

If you do not know what to do, in
order to do right, come to me at any
time and I will give you the word of
the Lord on that point. But if you
wish the word of the Lord on your
nonsensical, foolish notions and traits,
be pleased to keep away from me, for



