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Let me do that in this country, and I
should consider myself a culprit, accord-
ing to my judgment and traditions. No
matter if I were suffering for bread, and
at the same time working among mil-
lions of it, if I could not procure it by
my labor, I must ask for it and have it
given to me, for if I got it in any other
way, I must consider myself a thief. Are
the Americans altogether excusable? No,
for if I wish to find the rough and ready
ones, I can do it as quick in America as
anywhere else.

Shall I tell you what are some of the
traditions of a few of the Americans? Yes.
If they have not all they need to eat,
drink, or wear, and find an ox or cow on
the range over Jordan, or anywhere else,
that belongs to me or you, and can take
that animal and kill it they will do so,
and then sell the meat to you and me,
and call that a godsend, and say, "O we
are all of one family." That is an Ameri-
can tradition among a few; but as a gen-
eral thing, the customs of this country
and the traditions of the nations across
the great waters differ materially.

When I went to England the brethren
and sisters would not have me to shave
on the Sabbath, they would pay any price
to have me shave on Saturday. Said I, "I
will shave on Sunday morning, if I have
no time to do so on Saturday." I told them
that I did not come there to learn their
customs and traditions, but to teach the
people the Gospel of salvation. That we
had traditions in America with regard to
blacking boots, shaving, &c., on Sunday,
as well as they, but if I had no time to
do that work on Saturday, I would do it
on Sunday, if I deemed it necessary. And
if I wished to go to meeting and worship
God, it was just as acceptable to do so on
Saturday as on Sunday.

Adam Clark is taken by many as
a standard amongst the commentators,
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and it is said, if the clock struck twelve
on Saturday night, and he happened to
have but one shoe blacked, that he would
drop the blacking and brushes, and go to
meeting next day with one shoe blacked
and the other unblacked. That might by
some be esteemed a pious example, and
by others a waymark to the kingdom of
folly.

Such are a few of the traditions ex-
tant among different people. I have no
question but that many in our commu-
nity do things which are actually sinful
if they did but know the right, but their
traditions are such that they act with im-
punity, and pass on as unconcerned and
unconscious of wrong as if they had just
been on their knees praying. If we live
long enough together, we shall have a
tradition of our own, and that is, to be so
trained in the law of the Celestial king-
dom, to so learn the law of right, as to
be able at all times to know right from
wrong, and then always to do right. Is
this the case now? No.

Suppose that several of the brethren
were to go for fuel and timber in Red
Bute Canyon, where we generally went
when we first came to this Territory.
Some go on up the canyon cutting a tree
for timber in one place, and preparing
fuel for loading in another, while oth-
ers follow up with their teams, and you
know that when they get a little brush-
whipped they are apt to become angry,
to forget themselves a little, and to say,
"Damn it," and directly one will begin to
say to himself, "This canyon is as much
mine as any persons; I think I shall take
this tree and this wood that are already
cut."

Another comes across a wagon that
is broken down, and takes one of the
hounds from it and puts it into his
own. Still another passes by where
somebody has lost an axe; he finds it
and takes it along, saying, "Well, it is
lost here, we are away in the wilder-
ness, these are as much my premises



