DISINCLINATION OF MEN TO LEARN, ETC.

if it is only to the extent of a hair's
breadth. And if he cannot keep a per-
son this side the Gospel line, he will
walk with that individual on the line and
strive to push him over.

That is so invariably the case that
people need eyes to see, and understand-
ing to know how to discriminate between
the things of God and the things that are
not of Him. Will this people learn? 1
am happy and joyful, I am thankful, and
can say of a truth, brethren and sisters,
that the manifestations of goodness from
this people are not to be compared, in my
opinion, with those from any other peo-
ple upon the face of the whole earth since
the days of Enoch.

Old Israel, in all their travels, wan-
derings, exercises, powers, and keys of
the Priesthood, never came nigh enough
to the path this people have walked in to
see them in their obedience that was and
is required by the Gospel. Yet there are
thousands of weaknesses and overt acts
in some of this people, which render us
more or less obnoxious to each other.

Still, you may search all the history
extant of the children of Israel, or that
of any people that ever lived on the face
of the earth since the days of Enoch,
and I very much doubt, taking that peo-
ple with their traditions, and comparing
them with this mixed multitude from the
different nations now in the world with
our traditions, whether you would find a
people from the days of Enoch until now
that could favorably compare with this
people in their willingness to obey the
Gospel, and to go all lengths to build up
the kingdom of God.

I have said a great many times, and
repeat it now, and whether I am mis-
taken or not I will leave for the fu-
ture to determine, and though, as I do,
Joseph when living reproved the peo-
ple, that I believe with all my heart
that the people who gathered around
Enoch, and lived with him and built

319

up his City, when they had traveled the
same length of time in their experience
as this people have, were not as far ad-
vanced in the things of the kingdom of
God.

Make your own comparisons between
the two people, think of the traditions of
the two. How many nations were there
in the days of Enoch? The very men
who were associated with him had been
with Adam; they knew him and his chil-
dren, and had the privilege of talking
with God. Just think of it.

Though we have it in history that our
father Adam was made of the dust of this
earth, and that he knew nothing about
his God previous to being made here,
yet it is not so; and when we learn the
truth we shall see and understand that
he helped to make this world, and was
the chief manager in that operation.

He was the person who brought the
animals and the seeds from other plan-
ets to this world, and brought a wife with
him and stayed here. You may read and
believe what you please as to what is
found written in the Bible. Adam was
made from the dust of an earth, but not
from the dust of this earth. He was made
as you and I are made, and no person
was ever made upon any other principle.

Do you not suppose that he was ac-
quainted with his associates, who came
and helped to make this earth? Yes, they
were just as familiar with each other as
we are with our children and parents.

Suppose a number of our sons were
going to Carson Valley to build houses,
open farms, and erect mills and work-
shops, and that we should say to them
that we wish them to stay there five
years, and that then we will come and
visit them, when I go there will they be
afraid of me? No, they would receive me
as their father, just as Adam received his
Father.



