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principles of the Gospel, the principles of
the holy Priesthood; and from this cause
many imbibe the idea that they are ca-
pable of leading out in teaching princi-
ples that never have been taught. They
are not aware that the moment they
give way to this hallucination the devil
has power over them to lead them on to
unholy ground; though this is a lesson
which they ought to have learned long
ago, yet it is one that was learned by but
few in the days of Joseph.

I was speaking about this matter last
night, about the feelings of the people
towards the Prophet Joseph. The mass
of the people never realized, to the day
of his death, but what Joseph was made
by them. They actually believed that he
was amenable to the people, that he did
not know it all, and that other men knew
things which he did not know concerning
the kingdom of God on the earth.

Here let me give you one lesson that
may be profitable to many. If the Lord
Almighty should reveal to a High Priest,
or to any other than the head, things
that are, or that have been and will be,
and show to him the destiny of this peo-
ple twenty-five years from now, or a new
doctrine that will in five, ten, or twenty
years hence become the doctrine of this
Church and kingdom, but which has not
yet been revealed to this people, and re-
veal it to him by the same Spirit, the
same messenger, the same voice, and
the same power that gave revelations
to Joseph when he was living, it would
be a blessing to that High Priest, or in-
dividual; but he must rarely divulge it
to a second person on the face of the
earth, until God reveals it through the
proper source to become the property of
the people at large. Therefore when you
hear Elders, High Priests, Seventies, or
the Twelve (though you cannot catch any
of the Twelve there, but you may the
High Priests, Seventies, and Elders), say

that God does not reveal through the
President of the Church that which they
know, and tell wonderful things, you may
generally set it down as God's truth that
the revelation they have had, is from the
devil, and not from God. If they had re-
ceived from the proper source, the same
power that revealed to them would have
shown them that they must keep the
things revealed in their own bosoms, and
they seldom would have a desire to dis-
close them to the second person. That is
a general rule, but will it apply in every
case, and to the people called the king-
dom of God at all times? No, not in the
strictest sense, but the Spirit which re-
veals will impart the proper discretion.
All the people have not learned this les-
son, they should have learned it long ago.

As I have already observed, compara-
tively few learned, in the days of Joseph,
that he was placed between the people
and God, that they had no more right
to dictate him than they had to dictate
the angel Gabriel, that they had no more
business to interfere with him, or call
him to an account, than we have to call
to an account the angel Gabriel.

This we all ought to understand, and
also how and when to teach and prac-
tice what we do know, and when we have
done that much then stop until we learn
more.

I know, and so do many others, by
experience, by what we have seen and
passed through, by what has passed be-
fore us and by what we have seen in
others, that when the devil cannot over-
come an individual through temptation
to commit wickedness, when he sees that
a person is determined to walk to the line
and travel straight forward into the Ce-
lestial Kingdom, he will adopt a course of
flattery, will strive to exercise a pleasing
influence and move along smoothly with
him, and when he sees an opportunity
he will try to turn him out of the way,


