PROGRESS OF THE LATTER-DAY CHURCH, ETC.

would come like a mighty flowing
stream, and that we should after all our
difficulties be sustained, who would have
believed it? Why someone would have
said, this is wild enthusiasm; it is too
good to be true.

Well, this people came, sustained
themselves on the journey, and arrived
in this desert country, plowed up the
parched earth and put in their seeds, af-
ter bringing them more than a thousand
miles, besides what they had to bring
to sustain themselves on their journey,
and they have lived until now on what
they could raise in these deserts. Who
ever heard such things? And yet the
very moment that we are tried, some
of us are complaining, and you will find
that our stores are not overflowing with
plenty, and the insects eat our grain,
nearly everything is destroyed by the
grasshoppers and drought, and we are
then brought to ourselves.

For these trying times some will be-
gin to say in their hearts that the Lord
has forsaken us, and the Lord has for-
gotten us, but He will show that He hath
not. Can a mother forget her suckling
child? Say, mothers, can you forget your
infant children? Peradventure you may,
but it is not likely; yet though a mother
may forget her child when it cries with
hunger, yet the Lord says He will not for-
get Zion. He may show that He is dis-
pleased with the acts of some, He may
hide His face from them in His justice,
yet in His loving kindness He will chas-
tise them, but He will make a way for
their escape. Brethren, will His friends
ever forsake Him? Or will He ever for-
sake them? No, never.

To sinners He has never made any
promise, but that they shall be re-
warded according to their works; but
to the Saints that keep the command-
ments and abide in the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ, and to them that do be-
lieve and know His will, He has made
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these; but those who have known Him
and in the day of tribulation forsaken
His laws will be beaten with many
stripes. To all those who stand firm
and steadfast when the love of many
shall wax cold because of the famine and
pestilence, and great trials with which
the Saints of God are to be tried be-
fore the judgments pass from the house
of God to the wicked, to all such He
has made precious promises, and they
will be fulfilled; and the promises con-
cerning things to the house of Israel as
well as to the Saints of the Most High
will surely be fulfilled, for those promises
hold good to the other side of the veil; for
although the remnants of Israel are not
yet in the Church, although not in the
covenant, yet they are beloved for their
father's sake, and the promises have
claim on them because of the promises
made to their fathers; and though these
their children do not understand it, and
though they are in a state of ignorance,
not knowing the Lord, ignorant in rela-
tion to the promises obtained by the obe-
dience of their fathers, yet the promises
extend to them as well as to us Latter-
day Saints.

Do you suppose these promises will
be fulfilled? I know they will. I knew
they would twenty-six years ago this
summer; I knew it then, I have testi-
fied to it ever since; I know it now, and
though heaven and earth should pass
away, yet not one jot nor one tittle of the
promises of God concerning the Latter-
day Saints, concerning Zion, concern-
ing Jerusalem, concerning the Jews, con-
cerning the Lamanites, concerning the
remnants of Joseph, concerning the seed
of Lehi, or concerning the ten tribes of Is-
rael, or any of the branches thereof—not
one will fail, but they all will be fulfilled
in their time and in their season.

The work has rolled on progressively
up to the present time; not one jot



