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sickness or in health, whether in the
midst of life or in death, whether in pros-
perity or adversity; whether abounding
or suffering want; whether by sea or
land; whether in the midst of peace or
of mobs and oppression. And do I not
know that President Young and his coun-
selors and the other Apostles associated
with him in this Church, hold the keys
of salvation? That they hold that au-
thority which administers life and salva-
tion to the obedient and the humble, and
which to reject is condemnation, wher-
ever it exists, to every soul of man upon
the earth? Yes, I do know it, and I do this
day bear testimony of it, and of that glo-
rious Gospel in its fulness which was re-
stored to the earth twenty-six years ago,
that filled my heart with joy and charity
and love for my fellow men, and with a
desire to do good, and to impart the truth
as it is revealed.

Has it become dim and waxed cold in
my heart, or departed from it? I say unto
you no! But if it be possible for a man
to rejoice more than I rejoiced twenty-six
years ago, I say if it be possible, then I
rejoice more today than I did on yester-
day and more than I did twenty-six years
ago—and why? Because my heart is
larger; it was full then, it is full now, and
although outwardly and according to the
flesh, and in the world I may be in tribu-
lation and sorrow, and care, and labor,
and anxiety, yet in Jesus Christ there is
peace, in the fulness of the Gospel there
is joy, in the Spirit of God there is glad-
ness; and whether we look to the past we
rejoice with thanksgiving, and whether
we look to the present our hearts seem
to grow larger, and whether we look to
the future there is hope and a fulness of
joy, and we increase in understanding—
and why? Because the Spirit that is
in us sheds forth in abundance in our
souls joy and satisfaction, and the Gospel
inspires us with a degree of knowledge
and light, and certainty in regard to
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what we are about, in regard to the work
we are engaged in and the prospects that
lie before us.

We know for what we labor, although
in the flesh, subject to mortality and its
weaknesses, we may be partially asleep,
or in other words we may know in part,
comprehend in part, prophesy in part,
and hope in part, not seeing and realiz-
ing the fulness, nor the thousandth part
of the fulness that will be consummated
in the progress of this work. But after
we see enough of it to serve us for the
time being, and we enter into it with suf-
ficient comprehension to rejoice with a
heart full of joy and of satisfaction, it in-
spires us to act with all our heart, might,
mind and strength.

I have often been reminded by the
faithful laborers in this Church, the
Presidency and others, of the parable in
the Book of Mormon that these latter-
day laborers should be called to prune
the vineyard of the Lord. It says that
"Their numbers were few, but they did
go to labor with their might," and it says,
"The Lord labored with them."

Well, do they not do so? Do not the old
Prophets and Apostles help us? Have we
not their aid and their influence in our
favor? Zenos and many other Prophets
are helping us. Lehi and all the Prophets
understood the principle of union and
concentration that would be necessary in
the last days. And Nephi in bringing
up this prophesy which was uttered by
the Prophet Zenos and putting it in his
book, shows that he considered it of im-
portance to the people of God, and it is
written there that we might see and un-
derstand how it was that the great work
of the last days was to be fulfilled.

Is it not being fulfilled every whit?
Have not the eleventh hour laborers
been called? Are not their num-
bers few? And have they not labored
with all their might, many of them?



