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neighbors, and enlarges the weaknesses
and imperfections of those holding the
Priesthood, then they exclaim, "Oh; this
cannot be the latter-day work, it is not
the work of the Lord, the Priesthood
must be in transgression, they are all
wrong"—(President B. Young: that is the
devil's looking glass.)

Such is the devil's looking glass or
microscope that is calculated to magnify
everybody's faults but the individual's
looking in it: and when he wishes him to
see his own, he turns the glass the other
way, so that his own faults can scarcely
be seen. You know that when you look
through the big end of a telescope, or
when you look into a convex mirror you
see objects diminished, and it is just so,
when the devil presents your own faults
and your own imperfections. It is then,
Latter-day Saints, that you doubt; it is
then that you feel miserable, and it is
then that you are almost ready to apo-
statize and deny the faith.

But when you can get the Lord's mi-
croscope and look into your own con-
duct instead of the conduct of others,
and see your own imperfections and
your own faults and can have a real-
izing sense of your own follies, of your
own unworthiness before God, and be-
gin to humble yourselves and repent and
turn away from sin, then your doubts
are gone; they have fled; they trouble
you no more; you have an abiding wit-
ness in your own hearts, a greater wit-
ness than prophecy and its fulfillment,
greater than the printed word, greater
than the testimony of the servants of
God. You have the testimony that as-
sures you every moment that this is the
work of God; you feel it; think it in every
thought; your whole souls are swallowed
up in the work in which you are en-
gaged; you feel that there is nothing that
you own or possess, nothing upon the
face of the whole earth to be compared

with the greatness of the value of the
principles which dwell within your own
bosoms.

I am speaking to men and women
who know by their own experience that
these things are true; every one of you
can bear testimony of them, who have
ever tasted the good Spirit of the Lord,
and that have felt its influences upon
your hearts.

You very well know, that when you
enjoy this good Spirit, you have no trou-
ble, let what will take place, it is no trou-
ble to you, so far as you are concerned.
You feel resigned; you are in the hands
of that Being who placed you here upon
the earth; you feel strong in the midst of
weakness; you feel that God is your help,
and that He will succor you; you know
that He lives and that He loves and cher-
ishes you, and that He has a good feeling
towards you, like that which dwells in
the bosom of a tender parent towards his
own child; you know that the Almighty
God has this tender feeling towards you,
when you do right; and therefore, you
have no trouble.

If you go hungry, you are not trou-
bled; if called to sacrifice your own lives,
you will not be troubled, but you would
say, "Father, I have done thy will; if my
work is finished let me come into thy
presence; let me behold thy face in peace;
let me dwell in the society of the sancti-
fied; let me go where my works shall be
continued, where I can accomplish more
good, and do more for thy cause."

These are the feelings of a righteous
man and of a righteous woman.

Perhaps this will be the last op-
portunity that I shall have as an in-
dividual of meeting in a general con-
ference with you for—I was going to
say, for a long period of time, but I
will say, for the short period of two or
three years. I know not how long it
may be, before I shall have the privi-
lege of meeting again with the Saints


