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strong that our weak human natures
might be overcome were it not for other
powers that have great influence to aid
and assist us. There are evil influences
that are ever ready to throw iniquity in
our path, and unless we were assisted
by beings more powerful than we are, we
should most certainly fail to accomplish
the work assigned to us.

Consider all these things, Latter-day
Saints, and be filled with joy and give
thanks to that Being who has thus gath-
ered and established you here in these
peaceful Valleys. You say, "It is a rugged
country, that it is difficult here to procure
a livelihood;" but let me say, that many
of you have not been here long enough to
try it.

Let me say to this congregation, that
there are resources yet undeveloped in
this Territory—resources that are able
to make you the richest of all people
upon the face of the earth, if you only
unite yourselves with one heart and one
hand to carry out the purposes and plans
that are devised by the Presidency of this
Church. Let them plan, let them devise
and lay out before this people the great
work that has to be performed in this
Territory. I do not mean that they shall
tell you where you shall go out and plant
a hill of potatoes, or when you shall pick
up a basket of chips, but I am speaking of
your greater duties—the important pur-
poses and measures devised and planned
by the Presidency of this Church for the
general good of this people.

If you will be strict to carry out
those plans and measures, and con-
stantly hearken to all counsel from the
proper source, you will become the rich-
est of all people upon this earth. Why?
Is it because this country is so much bet-
ter than any other? No; but because
the people are better calculated to de-
velop the riches of the country than any
other people upon the earth; and even if

the resources were not half so great,
the people here, if they abide counsel,
can unitedly turn everything to the best
advantage, and thus far surpass other
countries of much greater facilities in
other respects. [Blessed the sacramental
cup.]

Who are there under the sound of
my voice that doubt the divine authen-
ticity of the great work in which they
have enlisted? Who are there that doubt
the divine authenticity of the Priesthood
organized in this Church and kingdom?
Are there any that doubt the divine au-
thenticity of the Book of Mormon? You
that have searched into the history of
this Church; you that have read the sa-
cred, pure, and heavenly principles con-
tained in the Book of Mormon, and in
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants; you
that have heard the sacred principles
proclaimed from Sabbath to Sabbath by
the mouths of the servants of God, hold-
ing the authority of heaven, the living
Priesthood in your midst—you that have
seen the power of the Almighty work-
ing with an invisible hand among the
nations of the earth, but very visible to
you in bringing about His purposes, es-
tablishing you as a free people, organiz-
ing you according to the laws of the land,
breaking off your yokes and enabling you
to worship God according to the great
revelations and commandments that He
has given; you, that have been so highly
blessed, ought never to doubt.

What Latter-day Saint with all these
things before him can be justified in
doubting the divine authenticity of this
work? No one can. I will tell you
what makes people doubt; it is when
they fall into wickedness; when the
devil begins to enshroud their minds
with a veil of darkness; when the
devil presents to their eyes the great
microscope that he has had in ex-
istence ever since the fall of man;
when he magnifies the faults of their


