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What wretchedness, tyranny, oppres-
sion, and every other evil that can be
named, are already falling upon the na-
tions of the earth! Pestilence, plague,
the want of confidence in officers, rulers,
governors, kings, and emperors, is every-
where manifest; and, in fact, there is, at
the present time, scarcely any confidence
between man and man; businessmen
have lost confidence in their neighbors
with whom they transact business; and
why? Because of fraud and bankruptcy.
In a moment, when all is supposed to
be favorable, when it is believed that
debtors are handling their millions, a
sudden rumor breaks upon the unhappy
creditor, like the roaring thunder of
heaven, proclaiming that their debtors
have become bankrupt. Confidence is
gone, it has taken the wings of the morn-
ing and flown away from the nations, and
found a resting place within these peace-
ful vales.

Will confidence again be restored,
while the wicked rule? No; it will grow
weaker and weaker. Officers will not
have confidence in one another; the peo-
ple will not have confidence in their
rulers; and rulers will not have confi-
dence in the people. Why? Because
rulers have oppressed the people; they
have trampled upon their rights; they
have governed with partiality and injus-
tice; consequently, they know that the
people, if they had the power, would rev-
olutionize their governments and over-
throw their power; therefore, they have
no confidence in the people, and the peo-
ple have no confidence in them, neither
in one another.

Merchants and the great men of the
earth have but little confidence in each
other; hence, their business transactions
are continually being broken up. Many
become bankrupt with millions in their
pockets, which is calculated to destroy
confidence.

What is to be done? I will tell

you what will be done. The day is near,
even at our doors, when the wise and
thoughtful among the great men, rich
men, and heavy capitalists, will look to
these mountains and to the inhabitants
of these peaceful vales for safety, not only
for themselves, but for their abundance
of riches. They will come, bringing their
riches with them, to secure their own
safety, for there will be no safety but
among the people of God; and they will
say, "Behold they are united, they are
strong, they are at peace, they can be
depended upon, they are not bankrupts,
they will not cheat their creditors while
they have millions in their pockets. We
will go up there, and we will deposit our
riches in their midst for security, and
there also we will dwell, for there is no
safety abroad for us."

Latter-day Saints, do you think,
when you hear me relating these things,
that I am in earnest and mean what I
say, as a reality; or do you think that
it is merely a wild fancy that passes
through the imagination, like a dream of
the night?

Do you suppose that these things are
mere chimeras of the brain, or like cas-
tles in the air that vanish away with the
bidding? No; you know them to be facts,
predicted years ago.

I am declaring to you realities, as
they do and will exist, and as they will
come to pass, as sure as the Lord God
lives, and rules, and reigns in the heav-
ens. Where can the people look for confi-
dence and safety, if not in the kingdom of
God which is built up in the last days,
and which, according to the Prophets,
shall never be thrown down, and never
perish?

Do you suppose that the nations of
the earth are always to be in igno-
rance in regard to the greatness, dig-
nity, power, and majesty of the king-
dom of our God? No, brethren, no;
God has decreed that He will exert the


